USES OF SER AND ESTAR
ESPANOL

SER (TO BE) ESTAR (TO BE)
SINGULAR SINGULAR
I yo soy | am | yo estoy | am
you tu eres you are (fam) you tu estds | you are (fam)
you usted es you are (form) you usted esta you are (form)
he él es he is he él esta he is
she ella es she is she ella esta she is
es it is esta it is
PLURAL PLURAL
we nosotros | somos we are we nosotros | estamos we are
you VOSOtros | sois you are (fam) you vosotros | estais you are (fam)
you (form) | ustedes | son you are you (form) | ustedes | estan you are
they (masc) | Ellos son they are they (masc) | Ellos estan they are
they (fem) | Ellas son they are they (fem) | Ellas estan they are
USES OF SER USES OF ESTAR

1. With de, to express:
a) origin;
El muchacho es de México. (The boy is from Mexico.)

b) possession:
Ese reloj es de Carmen. (That watch is Carmen’s.)

c) material:
La casa es de madera. (The house is wooden.)

2. To express:
a) a characteristic:
La sopa es buena. (The soup is good.)

b) description:
Maria es alta. (Maria is tall)
El sefior Salas es rico. (Mr. Salas is rich.)

c) identification:
¢ Quién es Ud.? - Soy el guia.
(Who are you? —I am the guide.)

3. To express occupation or nationality:
Su primo es abogado. (His cousin is a lawyer)
Pedro es espafiol. Peter is Spanish.

4. To express time and date:

¢Qué hora es ? (What time is it?)
Son las dos. (It is two o'clock.)

Es Sabado, es el 24 de Junio.

(It is Saturday, it is the 24th of June.)

5. To express location or time of an event:
El baile es a las dos. (The dance is at two o’clock.)

1. To express location or position:

Madrid esta en Espafa. (Madrid is in Spain.)

Mi tio esta en México. (My uncle is in Mexico.)

El libro estd en la mesa. (The book is on the table.)
¢,Donde estan los nifios? (Where are the children ?)

2. To express a condition or a state:

La sopa esté caliente. (The soup is hot.)
Maria esta cansada. (Maria is tired.)

El Sefior Salas esta triste. (Mr. Salas is sad.)

3. Cémo esta usted? Estoy muy bien.
(How are you? | am very well.)

La ventana esta abierta.
(The window is open.)
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