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What an auspicious way to begin a new year – with Commencement! A new year is 
an opportunity for a fresh start and what better way to do so than with a new degree. 
I am excited to gather with you today as we celebrate this momentous achievement in 
your lives. Even under the shadow of COVID-19, you managed to earn your degree, 
which is a difficult task under the best of circumstances. You should be proud of 
yourselves for persevering and achieving this goal. 

We are excited to celebrate every graduating class, but this one does hold particular 
significance: you are the first class of graduates of the new Union College of Union 
County, New Jersey! While our mission and 
commitment to our students and community remains 
the same, we are thrilled to celebrate all of you as the 
first class of graduates of the new Union College. 
While this is a new name for us, it is also familiar to 
our history: we were actually Union College from 1967 
to 1982 before becoming Union County College. 

Your path to graduation may have been made possible 
thanks in part to a Union County College Foundation 
scholarship. The College’s generous donors, individuals 
and corporations who support Union students, 
donated more than $1 million dollars in scholarships 
this year. A sincere thank you to our generous donors. 

We are grateful for the steadfast support of the College’s Board of Trustees and Board 
of Governors. These community members volunteer their time and expertise for the 
benefit of the College. Another critical partner of the College is the Union County 
Board of County Commissioners who are committed to our mission and to improving 
the lives of the residents in Union County through their generous support and funding 
of the College. 

Finally, please do not forget your time here at Union College as you move forward in 
life. Take your experiences and what you learned here into the world and make a 
difference. You are the embodiment of our mission to transform our community, one 
student at a time. My sincerest congratulations to each of you. 

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, Union College of Union County, NJ

      Welcome and

Congratulations
                 Graduates!



J A N U A R Y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3

Fo r  a s s i s t a n ce ,  s e e k  o u t  u s h e r s .         UN ION COL LEGE  OF  UN ION COUNTY,  N J  |  3



C O M M E N C E M E N T  C E R E M O N Y

4  |  T RANSFORM ING OUR  COMMUNI TY. . .  O N E  S T U D E N T  A T  A  T I M E

Union College History

Union College of Union County, New 
Jersey has a remarkable history as the 
oldest of New Jersey’s community 
colleges. The College began in 1933 as 
a one-room night school and has been 
known through the past almost 90 
years as Union County Junior College, 
Union Junior College, Union College, 
Union County College, and now once 
again as Union College, a 
comprehensive community college 
serving almost 20,000 credit and non-credit students in 
Union County.

U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt founded Union 
County Junior College as an “emergency junior college” 
through the federal Works Project Administration with the 
original mission of providing jobs for unemployed teachers 
and professors.

Union College is an open-access community college that 
currently offers over 60 associate degrees and certificate 
programs, as well as noncredit opportunities. Union has 
campuses in Cranford, Elizabeth, Plainfield, and Scotch 
Plains. In addition to in-person classes, the College offers 
online courses and more than 20 fully-online degree 
programs.

The Cranford Campus expanded in 2016 with the two-story 
Student Development Building which houses student 
services on the first floor in the Helen E. Chaney Student 
Services Center, named for the generous donor and alumna 
Helen Chaney, ‘48. The second floor has classrooms and 
faculty offices.

In June 2017, Union’s accreditation was reaffirmed by The 
Middle States Commission on Higher Education, a 
voluntary, non-governmental, membership association that 
defines, maintains, and promotes educational excellence.

On the Elizabeth Campus, renovations to the Lessner 
Building were completed in 2018. This included the 
development of a new Student Services Center on the first 
floor and offices and training classrooms on the lower level 
for the College’s Center for Economic and Workforce 
Development. The impact of Hurricane Ida in September 
2021 left the Kellogg Building closed for a full year after 
severe flooding damage, with operations moved to the 
Lessner Building or other campuses. The Kellogg Building 
reopened in fall 2022.

In January 2020, renovations on the Health Science 
Building on the Plainfield Campus were completed, adding 
state-of-the-art facilities and labs for the paramedic 

emergency health science, physical therapist assistant, and 
respiratory care programs.

In March 2020, as COVID-19 hit the United States, the 
College was forced to adapt in the wake of this global 
health crisis. While COVID-19 impacted the way in which 
the College operated and delivered education, the College’s 
commitment to its mission remained unchanged.

In 2022, the College was named a semifinalist for the 2023 
Aspen Prize. This acknowledges Union as one of the top 
25 community colleges in the United States! This is the first 
time the College received this recognition. The College was 
chosen for this honor among more than 1,000 community 
colleges nationwide based upon having high and 
improving levels of student success as well as equitable 
outcomes for Black and Hispanic students and those from 
lower-income backgrounds. In 2019, for the first time, the 
College was named one of the top 150 community 
colleges in the U.S. by the Aspen Institute College 
Excellence Program.

In 2022, the College’s Scotch Plains Campus reopened as a 
destination campus and reimagined as a University Center 
and home to the College’s virtual campus. Located on the 
same property with the Union County Vocational Technical 
Schools and John H. Stamler Police Academy, this 
destination campus is an opportunity for students to take 
both credit and non-credit courses or pursue a four-year 
degree with one of the College’s university partners in a 
newly renovated state-of-the-art space.

On July 1, 2022, the College became Union College of 
Union County, New Jersey. The name change was 
celebrated at the College’s 89th Founders Day in October 
when the new logo was revealed. The name Union College 
moves us into the future, showcasing our academic 
excellence and national recognition while also connecting 
us to our history.

With each new program, opportunity, and modern space 
for learning, the College is fulfilling our mission of 
transforming our community…one student at a time! U

The College’s faculty in 1936 at Union’s first Commencement Ceremony.
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The pomp and ceremony of a Union College 
 Commencement traditionally includes a procession led 
by a senior faculty member carrying a mace. The mace 
served as a weapon in medieval times, however, the 
mace as a symbol of civil authority dates to the mid 
13th century. Since the 1500s,  colleges and universities 
have used the mace as part of  academic regalia in 
formal ceremonies.

The mace symbolizes the authority of the Board of Trustees, 
the Board of Governors, and the Office of the President of 
Union College, and also represents the faculty’s consent in 
conferring degrees and certificates.

The Union College mace is 38 inches long and sculpted 
from a solid piece of walnut. The triangular carvings at the 
base of its shaft reflect the tripartite interaction among 
research, education, and innovation, which are key drivers 
of a knowledge-based society. The upper portion of the 
mace features the round Seal of Union College with the  
“Fiat Lux” motto, which is Latin for “Let There Be Light.” The 
head of the mace also displays the College Owl, the mascot 
that symbolizes the College’s 1933 origin when it was a 
night school for unemployed teachers. U

The College Seal, shown at the right, is the  original  design 
 used in 1933 when the College was founded. 

The seal is used  primarily for official events such as  commencement. The 
College’s motto, “Fiat Lux,” which is  translated “let there be light,” is engraved 

on the seal along with a torch. The implication of the motto is that to be 
educated is to let in the light thus  dispelling the darkness of ignorance. U

The College

Mace 
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The origins of academic dress date 
back to the 12th and 13th centuries, 
when  universities were taking form. 
The ordinary dress of the scholar, 
whether student or teacher, was that of 
a cleric. Formal academic attire is an 
important part of the pageantry of 
modern day commencement 
 ceremonies.

A college commencement is a  colorful 
 celebration of student  excellence and 
achievement. In  academic  processions each 
color is a symbol. 

Gowns
The associate gown is black, as is the 
gown for certificate candidates. This 
gown, like the bachelor’s gown, has 
pointed sleeves and is worn closed. 

Other gowns are black with few 
exceptions. The master’s degree gown has 
an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, and 
may be worn open or closed. The gown for 
a doctoral degree has bell-shaped sleeves, 
is worn open or closed, and is  embellished 
with velvet crossbars on the sleeves. 
Doctoral gowns may be colored to 
 represent a particular institution.

Cowls
Academic cowls identify the degree 
attained. The color of the cowl a 
student wears  reflects the degree or 
certificate the graduate is receiving: 

•  Associate in Arts Degree: Royal Blue and 
Gold;

•  Associate in Applied Science Degree: 
Gold and Red; 

•  Associate in Science Degree: Royal Blue  
and Silver Gray; 

•  Certificate: Green and Gold.

Bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral hoods 
feature velvet edging in the color of the 
discipline and a lining in the color of the 
institution.

Caps and Tassels 
Union College graduates wear a black 
mortarboard and the tassel indicates 
academic achievement. 

Students wearing red tassels on their 
mortarboards have achieved an overall 
Grade Point Average of 3.75 or better. 
Students wearing white tassels on their 
 mortarboards have a Grade Point  Average 
of 3.25 or better. The tassel is worn on the 
right side until the formal conferral of the 
degree. At that time the tassel is moved to 
the left. 

Honors 
Degree candidates who have been awarded honors in 
 scholarship are distinguished by colored stoles, satin 
panels draped over the shoulders. Stoles or cords are 
worn as an  accessory to graduation robes and have 
special meaning: 

•  Gold stoles and blue and gold cords are worn by members 
of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society of 
two-year colleges;

•  Green stoles are worn by members of Tau Alpha Pi, the 
 national honor society for engineering technology; 

•  Green stoles are also worn by members of the Engineering 
and Architecture Honor Society;

•  Burgundy stoles are worn by members of Mu Alpha Theta,  
the two-year college mathematics honor society; 

•  White and Gold stoles are worn by members of American 
Honors, Union’s honors program;

•  Red and Black stoles are worn by members of the NJ 
STARS program; 

•  White and Red stoles are worn by members of the 
Educational Opportunity Fund program;

•  Black and Red stoles are also worn by student-athletes;

•  Black and Silver cords are worn by members of The 
National Society of Leadership and Success;

•  Blue and White cords are worn by members of Chi Alpha 
 Epsilon, the national academic honor society for the 
Educational Opportunity Fund.

Colors 
For all academic purposes, including the trim of 
 doctoral gowns, the edging hoods, and the  tassels of 
caps, the  colors associated with the  different  disciplines 
are as  follows:

     Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maize
     Arts, Letters, Humanities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . White
     Commerce, Accountancy, Business . . . . . . . . . . . . .Drab
     Dentistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lilac
     Economics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Copper
     Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Light Blue
     Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Orange
     Fine Arts, including Architecture . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brown
     Forestry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Russet
     Journalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Crimson
     Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Purple
     Library Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lemon
     Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Green
     Music  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pink
     Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Apricot
     Oratory (Speech) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silver Gray
     Pharmacy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Olive Green
     Philosophy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dark Blue
     Physical Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sage Green
     Public Administration, including 
            Foreign Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peacock Blue
     Public Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Salmon Pink
     Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Golden Yellow
     Social Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Citron
     Theology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scarlet
     Veterinary Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gray
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O R D E R  O F  E X E R C I S E S

2 : 3 0  P M  C E R E M O N Y

U N I O N  C O L L E G E  C O M M E N C E M E N T

~  P R O C E S S I O N A L  ~

Presiding ............................................................................................................... Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, Union College

Invocation ...........................................................................................................  Pastor J. David Knecht, DMin 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Cranford, NJ         

Presentation of Colors ........................................................................................................................... JR ROTC 
Elizabeth High School     

Salute to the Flag ........................................................................................................  Dr. Demond T. Hargrove 
Vice President, Student Development

National Anthem ................................................................................................................  Ms. Vanessa Tabares      
Union College Student

Welcome ..............................................................................................................................  Mr. Victor M. Richel 
Chair, Union College Board of Trustees

Introduction of Dignitaries .......................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Student Speaker ................................................................................................................. Ms. Wakila Timmons     
Union College Graduate, Class of 2023

Presentation of Awards .............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of the Abdallah-Thomas Memorial Award .......  Associate Professor Shahrzad Heidary   
 Chemistry, STEM

Presentation of the Alumni Prize Award ....................................... Dr. Melinda Norelli, Class of 2008   
 Dean of Social Sciences, Business, & History

Charge to the Graduates ...........................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ....................................................................................  Dr. Maris Lown 
Vice President, Academic Affairs

Conferral of Associate in Science Degrees ...............................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Turning of the Tassels & Closing Remarks ..............................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Benediction ..................................................................................................................................  Pastor Knecht     

~  R E C E S S I O N A L  ~

Please Join Dr. McMenamin for Pictures with the President Immediately Following the Ceremony
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The Associate in Science 

degree is awarded for 

programs in the areas of 

mathematics, natural 

sciences, health sciences, 

engineering, or technology. It 

enables students to transfer 

to a four-year college or 

university to complete a 

Bachelor of  

Science degree.

Amir E. Abdelmalak

Juan C. Acosta Lopez

Tomasz M. Adamczyk

Ehemeiri C. Adeloye

Joel E. Aguilar

Grisel M. Agurto

Marc E. Alexandre

Lamaar D. Allen

Felix P. Allende

Mohamad Y. Alrajjal

Jonathan Alvarez

Stacy M. Amewoyi

Brooke A. Andre

Ashina K. Andrew

Magdaline Antoine

Kimberly N. Arcos 

Maria J. Arreola Rios

Cindy Ascoy

Sun-Mee S. Atay

Amanda S. Avila

Michael H. Barros

Erin A. Beaton

Jillian R. Berard

Brooke M. Beyer

Joao Bitencourt

Anthony Blackwell

Jude Blanc

Tonirenee M. Blanford

Martha C. Bolanos

Cynthia C. Boursiquot

Leeann R. Devito

Samantha D. Brennan

John H. Brooks

Kelvin Bruce

Shanique Y. Bucknor

Nicole C. Butts

Kevin A. Byron

Joanna A. Caceres

Hildania M. Caceres Corniell

Sherry-Ann K. Caesar

Steve Cajuste

Andrew S. Cardona

Natali E. Cardoza

Catarina S. Carneiro

Angelica S. Carvalho

Jerah Z. Castanheira

Melany A. Castillo

Natalie Castrillon

Jiustino E. Cecere

Brianie Cejour

Mindy S. Celestin

Favio A. Cerezo

Franklin Chacho Castro

Natalie Chagui

Shenise S. Champagne

Nicolas G. Charles Pierre

Urbain Charles Saint

Tri H. Chau

Katherine A. Chavarria

Dan E. Chery

Paul C. Chikezie

David A. Ciani

Kristina Cibikova

Demi Cioci

Marcus E. Clark

Thomas J. Cody

Simone K. Colon

Samiyyah A. Colter

E’dreena Cook

Tyshimah Cook

Steffany D. Cordero Cordoba

Kimberly Corea-Zamora

Wadline W. Corgelas

Jennefer Cruz

Racquel N. Cumberbatch

Andressa J. Da Cunha Prado

Stella M. Dasilva

Priscila S. Debarros

Frank M. DeGeorge

Tanisha A. Degroot

Amy Deiboldt

Daniel N. Delano

Matthew J. Delgado

Hunglee Denis

Sharnette A. Denton

Jean H. Deraville

Sebastian A. Diaz

Rachael M. DiCocco

Julia A. Digiovanni

Ciarra Dilcher

Tammi L. D’Innocenzio

Morgan E. Donofrio

Leomaris Duran

Chereka Y. Echols

Toure L. Edwards

Rachel A. Ekhaguere

Malika El Habbaz

Branden J. Embree

Brendan Emile

Ricardo Emmanuel

Onyinye B. Esan

Raydy Espinal Rodriguez

Jennifer Espinosa

Lordson R. Estil

Samuel H. Fajardo

Mina Farid

Florencia A. Favale

Manuela Fernandes

Daria Fernbacher

Briana S. Ferreira

Marylise Figaro

Christina Figueroa

Yordy Filpo Garcia

Edna Fils-Aime

Joseph S. Fischgrund

Maylen Fonseca

Valerie J. Fragoso

Leslie Y. Franco Mauricio

Sybel Francois

Ja ck E. Frankola

Ranisha N. Frejuste

Yaw O. Frimpong

Jonathan M. Fuentes

Clarissa I. Garcia

Desiderio A. Garcia

Damaris E. Garcia Roman

Jerry Gasson

Limercy G. Geraldo Cruz

Archie Albert Gerona

Anna N. Glueck

Busra N. Gocenler

Andrei L. Gomez- Arbona

Olinda L. Goncalves

Angelica M. Gonell Pena

Gretchen Gonzalez 

Jair N. Gonzalez

Neil Mervin S. Gonzalez

Charlotte T. Goodall

Brian Gladstone A. Gordon

Saradienne Gourgue

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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Millan Grant

Kenan M. Green

Monica E. Guevara

Christopher Guillen

Melanie Guillen

Paulo A. Guinto

Solange K. Gutierrez

Maria C. Guzman

Winta Habton

Regis A. Halliday

Ashley L. Hansen

Gabrielle M. Hanvey

Jillian Harrop

Tajudeen A. Haruna

Kevin A. Henry-Ruiz

Patrique B. Henry

Benny Hernandez

Estrella Hernandez

Haley E. Heydt

Niya Hickson

Leonardo Hidalgo

Tahira D. Hill

Akira M. Hilton

Sarah M. Hoelzel

Anna M. Holliman

Aaron M. Houser

Troy E. Hudson

Bossie Ibanez-Mancuso

Samantha E. Ifere

Deressia N. Ignacio

Cynthia C. Iheyi

Princess C. Ikwu

Jessenia G. Inga

Amanda Irizarry

Hannah Jambawai

Nikol A. Javier Abreu

Stephanie Jean

Vincent S. Jean

Mozardell Jean-Noel

Jeffrey M. Jean-Pierre

Jathursa Jeganathan

Gabrielle R. Jenkins

Akemi Y. Johnson

James A. Johnson

Jayda K. Johnson

Tamara T. Johnson

Yalani L. Jonah

Bedjinie C. Joseph

Brittany M. Joseph

Jean W. Joseph

Jord C. Joseph

Alejandra Justiniano Franco

Ashley G. Kaiser

Ivan D. Kamdem

Kolu Kamue

Matthew Karnaugh

Uzoma F. Keke

Nataly Kelly

Angela O. Kennedy

Bella Kim

Sha’relle N. King

Bryana N. Kleissler

Ewa Klepacka

Trisma M. Knox

Luke R. Kohl

Christina Kontos

Jakob Kruse

Jonathan A. Labarre

Maria Ladino

Virginia Lagdameo

Giovanna G. Latorre

Brian A. Laura Zegarra

Raven S. Leak

Daniel F. Lebedinsky

Taneisha S. Lee

Nicky J. Leonardis

Jaleah M. Lettley

Authorine S. Lewis

Tessa A. Lewis

Christopher Librera

Josefina Lieberman

Consuelo Lockett

Juan F. Londono Esteban

Daniel J. Lordelo

Gerlyne Louis Jacques

Ruth S. Louis Jacques

Joane Kelly Louty

Adriana Loyola

Giselaure Lubin

Jennifer Lubin

Amber G. Luludis

Hannah C. Lyman

Shykiia S. Mack

Tony J. Maddox

Syed Mahmood

Kerry A. Mansueto

Ayleen Marinez

Briana M. Maruffi

Katherine P. Mata

George A. Matute

Isiah McCallam

Jodi McCullough

Nyameame McGhie

Dennis McLaughlin

Felicity L. McMillian

Christine M. McQuaid

Marye D. Medina

Katharine Meehan

Litza I. Melendez Castro

Mia Y. Melo

Erika N. Memolo

Annie C. Merand

Stravinsky Merville 

Katherine S. Michael

Jessica Michel

Reilly M. Michie

Shantavia L. Mickens

Roman E. Mieses

Kemmalia N. Miller

Gabriela C. Mintz

Natalie Miranda

Ashley M. Miscia

Darnelle C. Mondesir

Olivier C. Monescar

Juliette C. Monroy

Onje O. Moore

Giandra Morales

Lina D. Moreno

Cesar A. Morillo

Jessica L. Mosquera

Alexander D. Munoz

Monica I. Munoz

Fatima Muslim Larry

Atira J. Mystila-Mitchell

Emerson E. Navarro

Fernando J. Navarro

Kelvin Navarro

Leslie J. Navidad

Jessica L. Nicoletti

Gabriela Nisnevich

Bridgette O. Nkrahene

Joseph D. Nunez

Esther N. Nwaogwugwu

Oluwatoni Odefemi

Paul C. Ogbulafor

Chimeziem G. Oguh 

Omobolaji Ogunlaja

Jason Okali

Gianella M. Oliva

Layna Olivier

Ogechi Onwuzuruike

David K. Opoku

Otenwaa Oppong-Boateng

Jasmine S. Ore

Maria E. Orellana

Jose S. Orellana-Flores

Domenica N. Ortega

Elizabeth Ortega

Ingris J. Ortiz

Jada L. Osaji

Steven Osores

Naica Ovil

Oona O. Owusu-Mainoo

Avelina F. Palaganas

Victoria A. Pane

Mathieu A. Papillon

Nathalie V. Paquin

Narendra V. Pariag
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Madeline L. Parisi

Jessica L. Pastor

Zeel Patel

Chinwe K. Patrick

Brittany L. Patterson

Valerie Payoute

Andrea B. Pelerigo

Isabelle M. Pena

Alexandra Perez

Dulce Perez

Gian F. Perez

Jessica S. Perez Avila

Zared A. Perez-Rivera

Kelvin Phu

Nadia Pierre

Rebecca Pierre

Coraline S. Pierre-Charles

Sara M. Pino

Lisnery Polanco

Scott L. Porsenna

Glenda M. Portillo

Giselle A. Porto

Wendy R. Portuguez Chaves

Samantha A. Posada

Jamil L. Powell

Kinna Prajapati

Akima M. Prevost

Candace N. Price

Kevette M. Pulyado

Anthony Punla

Abdullah Qayyum

Jazmin D. Quinones

Jorge M. Quispe Sandoval

Karen A. Ralda

Glenis A. Ramos

Karla C. Ramos Bojorquez

Samantha Randazzo

Amani P. Reaves

Emmylou D. Recana

Alexandra Redmond

Michelle M. Regalado

Briana L. Reid

Christopher Sousa Resende

Johncen Alvin L. Reyes

Mary Reyes

Alexander M. Ribau

Janaina Ribeiro

Natalia Ribera

Jocelyn R. Riddick

Jennifer D. Rivas-Chavez

Esmeralda S. Rivera

Sabreem A. Robinson

Ashley Rodriguez

Stephanie Rodriguez

Sergio Rojas

Gianna M. Romano

Maricruz Romero Castelan

Matthew M. Ronan

Binta Ross

Briana I. Ruiz

Maryolin N. Saavedra

Harry Saint Fleur

Wadson Sainvilus

Andres D. Salazar

Geizel A. Salazar

Alan E. Salguero

Victoria B. Salzedas

Homero J. Sanango

Maria A. Sanchez Gallego

Erika A. Sanchez Munoz

Naomi Keith S. Santos

Joseph N. Sapia

Lauren A. Sasala

Amanda A. Scott

Jessica E. Seib

Christopher J. Seregily

Kadiatu Sesay

Kivork Shadoyan

Kairavi Shah

Sara Sharoupim

Frank Silva

Laura Silva

Tamilya J. Simmons

Maya Simonson

Renelsa A. Simpson

Jaspreet Singh

Kayla N. Smith

Tuere Snead

Yovana C. Sola Barrientos

Daniel S. Sotomayor

Hawa Soumare

Peter Sousa

Amina Spears

Richard A. Stanley

Deborah Erica Starks

Marvin R. Stephens

Kenya S. Stubbs

Kathleen D. Sung

Jeff Supplice

Nadia A. Tackie

Dian D. Tajudeen

Woodnie S. Tanis

Anne R. Taylor

Latoya C. Taylor

Tajuana R. Taylor

Luanna De Sa Machado 
Teixeira

Gloria N. Tejada

Gladys V. Tello

Justin P. Thomas

Jhanille D. Thompson

Mayani L. Thornhill

Camyia D. Timmons

Wakila S. Timmons

Jennifer Torres

Lindsey R. Torres 

Stefani Torres

Stephanie Torres

Kelly V. Toscano-Lema

Angeline P. Totaram

Pham Linh Dan Tran

Arbriel M. Tucker

Steven Tupete

Olivia O. Tutu

Sara Urbaniak

Mohanie Vaidya

Carolyn Valdez

Ashley G. Valladares

Carolina Vargas

Juan C. Vargas-Santos

Victoria Vega

Kenneth Velarde

Stephanie M. Velardi

Ms. Kylie C. Ventura

Nina V. Verniero

Erdwidg S. Vieux

Noemi Villela

Daniel E. Vislocky

Lawanda T. Wade

Faith N. Walker

Marcia M. Walker

Robyn J. Walker

Xiao T. Wang

Asia C. Watkins

James E. West

Tiarra J. White

Jason A. Wild

Aiyana S. Williams

Faith U. Williams

Melanie C. Williams

Gloria J. Willis

Abigail N. Wilson

Rah Jay O. Wint

Asia S. Wise

Alexis Wlodkowski

Tiffany D. Wortman

Brandon J. Wreckler

Fadoua Yaagoubi

Nicole Yanez

Jessica S. Yang

Emily M. Yucra

Maria V. Zamora-Picado

Wendy E. Zelaya

Anizabeth Zosayas Mejia 
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6 : 0 0  P M  C E R E M O N Y

U N I O N  C O L L E G E  C O M M E N C E M E N T

~  P R O C E S S I O N A L  ~

Presiding ............................................................................................................... Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, Union College

Invocation .............................................................................................................Pastor J. David Knecht, DMin 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Cranford, NJ         

Presentation of Colors ..........................................................................................................................  JR ROTC 
Elizabeth High School     

Salute to the Flag ........................................................................................................  Dr. Demond T. Hargrove 
Vice President, Student Development

National Anthem ................................................................................................................  Ms. Vanessa Tabares      
Union College Student

Welcome ..............................................................................................................................  Mr. Victor M. Richel 
Chair, Union College Board of Trustees

Introduction of Dignitaries .......................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Student Speaker ................................................................................................................ Mr. Amir Abdelmalak     
Union College Graduate, Class of 2023

Presentation of Awards .............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of the Abdallah-Thomas Memorial Award .......  Associate Professor Shahrzad Heidary   
  Chemistry, STEM

Presentation of the Alumni Prize Award ................................................................ Ms. Melinda Ayala 
Board of Governors, Union County College Alumni Association

Charge to the Graduates ...........................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ....................................................................................  Dr. Maris Lown 
Vice President, Academic Affairs

Conferral of Associate in Arts Degrees ....................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Conferral of Associate in Science and Applied Science Degrees ............................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Conferral of Certificates ............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Turning of the Tassels & Closing Remarks ..............................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Benediction ..................................................................................................................................  Pastor Knecht

~  R E C E S S I O N A L  ~

Please Join Dr. McMenamin for Pictures with the President Immediately Following the Ceremony
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This degree forms the 

 foundation of a Bachelor of 

Arts degree. It enables 

 students to transfer to a 

four-year  college or 

university. The  Associate in 

Arts degree is awarded for 

programs in the social 

sciences or humanities.

Milagros Acosta

Vanessa A. Aguilar Pereira

Skyy Alston

Ivanna D. Amarilla

Brian C. Amuzie

Shavell N. Anderson

Erin P. Approbato

Chrislore Audige

Teresa Avila

Adiel F. Ayala

Shaneka A. Baker

Breyonna K. Banks

Evie L. Barletta

Alex A. Berrezueta

Clarissa J. Blue

Jennifer A. Bowen

Romina T. Boyan Martinez

Nicholas P. Brown

Genesis A. Brunton

Rossanni A. Buitrago

Jennifer R. Buonaguro

Jacqueline Cabrera

Lizbet J. Caguana

Roibe A. Canar Guillen

Matheus C. Cardoso

Yadira Carrasquillo

Brian A. Castellon

Wisblonde Cesar

Nina S. Chambers

Ernesto Chanax

Noelia M. Changobalin

Makayla F. Cintron

Robert Clappsy

Xavier A. Cohen

Fernando Contreras

Leilani Corea

Ashten D. Craig

John G. Cuccolo

Jennifer J. Cuji

Amritdeep S. Dasu

Stephania Debrosse

Daiana R. De Oliveira Lopes

Chukwunonso B.  Diane

Anthony Diaz

Nicholas A. Dicosmo

Tyrese Dieudonne

Erica M. Dixon

Lopez B. Dorismond

Tosha Dornelus

Tonya A. Dudley

Edward P. Duffy

Mark Esteves

Michelle Estevez

Ashlee N. Farmer

Tyler M. Farrar

Stephanie J. Faura-Diaz

Alexander Ferreira

Angel A. Fiallo

Noa M. Figueiras

Katelyn Y. Fischer

Connor F. Fitzgerald 

Evan W. Florestal

Lauren N. Freitas

Briana N. Gallo

Hailey Goncalves

Michael Rembert Gonzalez

Ieesha M. Green

Helen M. Guardado

Joceline G. Guerra Osorio

Jailene A. Gutierrez

Zoe R. Hammond

Willem Harrison

Helder J. Henriques-Castro

Marcus Jackson

Zaynab B. Jamaal

Aaron I. Jaruczyk

Lauren C. Jeffery

Shirley B. Jilus

Shaunna C. Joseph

Justin A. Kula

Kimberly Landaverde

Shannon Lanfranca

Alicia A. Lapierre

Samantha Lopez

Andrew M. Loza

Ysewrantz Lubin

Pasquale D. Maioriello

Diandra A. Manning

Elaine Marcondes

Madelin Martinez

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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Yaire N. Martinez

Nicholas R. Mastrantonio

Matthew R. Mastropasqua

Jason O. Mattos

Ashley Mayorca

Eva S. Mejia

David A. Melara

Ishael Midwinter

Aryanna Miranda

Niya K. Mitchell

Gabriella S. Monteiro

Nathaly Mora

Monique Neves

Thu Nguyen

Joe C. Nodjak

Arianah N. Nunes

Obinna C. Okonkwo

Robert Orejuela

Biankah J. Osborne

Ericka L. Pacheco

Daniela Patino

Carla S. Penate

Lisette L. Perez

Maria A. Pita De Abreu

Gabriel A. Posso

Alexander K. Power

Pinchas Y. Preil

Brianna N. Pryor

Eman K. Rafael

John O. Rajo

Mario Reyes

Marlyn A. Reyes

Sabrina C. Ripoll-Curbelo

Samantha R. Risko

Claribel Rivas

Christopher Rivera

Marcus E. Rivera

Michelle D. Roa

Emely G. Rodriguez

Herick Rosado

Johanna N. Rosero

Jake L. Schwartz-Pizarro

Michael J. Seabrook

Samantha K. Serrano

Daesean Z. Simmons

Sean A. Simmons

Venersa L. Singh

Priscah G. Siocha

Ama P. Smith

Reuben E. Smith

Rhea C. Smith

Jessie A. Souren

Dora E. Sugaste

Tina Supreme

Wali Thomas

Alexys M. Thomas-Evans

Delande Thompson

Jisela M. Torres

Chloe P. Trahan

Katherine M. Tulko

Isaias G. Viteri

Paul Ward

Noel C. White

Sabrina A. Williams

Cierra K. Williams-Bourne

Chena S. Woodford

Rayman L. Wyatt, Jr.

Christopher Yan

Tahir H. Yarbrough

Habibakhon Yoqubova

Zachary Zaller

Gricela M. Zamora

Camilla M. Zarzuela
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The Associate in Applied 

 Science degree is a career or 

technical degree awarded to 

students who intend to enter 

the workforce upon 

 graduation. 

Sandra M. Advincula

Oluwasefunmi Akinola

Dalila M. Avelar

Emely Avila

Kamila H. Batugowska

Houston Clerizier

Lucas R. Coelho

Carlyani A. Del Valle

Selena S. Deraville

Kara Dispoto 

Tattyana J. Feliciano-Rodriguez

Irvin U. Gamez

Anthony Gonzalez

Frank M. Grantham, II

Gerard Herrera

Rachel Vernot Joseph

Brandon M. Lambkin

Elijah D. Lee

Luis M. Grape Legaspi

Jennifer T. Leo

Ziomara Lopez

Fabien Marseille

Katie Ann Murphy

Gina M. Nobile

Christie A. Pavlishin

Michael Peldunas

Irene M. Rabinowitz

Rachelle L. Robinson

Yahve J. Romero

Fergie S. Salazar Narvaez

Madeline Schecter-Gross

Roy A. Venegas

Courtney A. Vogt

Juwayriah Zahid

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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The Certificate is conferred 

upon students who 

completed a career-focused 

educational program. It is 

conferred in the areas of 

American sign language and 

deaf studies, criminal justice, 

emergency medical studies, 

graphic design, interpreting 

spoken language, journalism 

and public relations, liberal 

studies, photovoltaic (PV), 

practical nursing, and remote 

pilot and drone application.

Gulmira Aliyeva

Margaret Antwiwaa

Karina G. Clark

Sandy J. Criollo Sinalin

Nelly M. De Los Santos 
Guzman

Paulette N. Dunbar

Rosalee D. Ellis Haughton

Nerveline Evra

Samantha D. Freeman-Moore

Garrick Hall

Michael M. Hines

Yalena A. Holguin

Juliann Horan

Dalila G. Lopez

Alaiya N. Mason

Nikita S. McKinnon

Ruth Myrill

Pamela Navarro

Rokhaya Niom

Tameika R. Oliver

Zachary R. Padilla

Giselle A. Porto

Hilda D. Regalon Bullain

Erik D. Sanchez-Zambrano

Yatta Sando

Joshua Santos

Layla Tadros

Tasheera Q. Williams

Granted in the fields of 

blockchain technology, 

business fundamentals, 

CAD-CAM, educational 

interpreter program, 

emergency medical studies, 

eSports management, 

homeland security, paralegal 

studies, and supply chain  

management.

Adriana M. Paredes-Rodriguez

Kamsi Udodi

CERTIFICATE
C A N D I D A T E S

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT
C A N D I D A T E S
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Victor M. Richel, Chair

Rafael J. Betancourt, Esq., Vice Chair

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin,  
President

George A. Castro, II

Daniel J. Connolly, CPA

Miguel A. Figueredo

Jeffrey H. Katz, Esq.

Anjali Mehrotra

Miguel A. Merino

Daryl Palmieri

Kamran Tasharofi, M.D. 

Mary M. Zimmermann

George E. Stephens,  
Student Representative

Michael M. Horn, Esq., 
Legal Counsel

Mary M. Zimmermann, Chair

Lawrence D. Bashe, Vice Chair

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin,  
President

Melinda Ayala

Nancy J. Benz

Rafael J. Betancourt, Esq. 

Brian Campbell 

Tamecka M. Dixon

Ryan J. Greco

Stephen F. Hehl, Esq.

Donna M. Herran

Edward J. Hobbie, Esq.

Gary S. Horan

Jeffrey H. Katz, Esq.

Richard J. Malcolm

J. Anthony Manger, Esq.

Carl J. Napor

Paul T. O’Neill

Francis Raudelunas

Victor M. Richel

James Roundtree III

Allan L. Weisberg

Hugh C. Welsh

Sergio Granados, Chair

Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded, Vice Chair

James E. Baker, Jr. 

Joseph C. Bodek

Dr. Angela R. Garretson

Bette Jane Kowalski

Lourdes M. Leon 

Alexander Mirabella

Rebecca L. Williams

UNION COLLEGE
B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

UNION COLLEGE
B O A R D  O F  G O V E R N O R S

UNION COUNTY
B O A R D  O F  C O U N T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R S



2 0  |  T RANSFORM ING OUR  COMMUNI TY. . .  O N E  S T U D E N T  A T  A  T I M E

UNION COLLEGE

1033 Springfield Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

 www.ucc.edu 

 

 
Funded in part through the support of  
the Union County Board of County Commissioners

Union College is Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education

Union College does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination, as required by state and/or federal law,  
in all programs and activities, including employment and access to its career and technical programs.

Use your smart phone to scan this 
QR code for the most up-to-date 

pdf of this program:

www.ucc.edu/commencementprogram


