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M E S S A G E  T O  T H E  G R A D U AT E S

Congratulations Class of 2026! Today marks a significant milestone in your academic 
careers, you are graduating with a degree from UCNJ. This is a joyous day to 
celebrate with your peers, family, friends, and all who have supported you 
throughout your time at the College.

On behalf of our faculty, staff, and administration, we extend our best wishes as you 
embark on your next chapter, whether that means transferring to another institution 
or pursuing the next step in your career.

UCNJ was founded in 1933, and our Mission is to “Transform our Community, One 
Student at a Time.” As you graduate today, you are the embodiment of that mission. 
With more than 700 students celebrating this milestone, you 
carry forward the knowledge, skills, and confidence to make 
a meaningful difference in your communities and careers.

Your path to graduation may have been supported, in part, 
by a College Foundation scholarship. This year, the generous 
donors, including individuals and corporations dedicated to 
student success, provided more than $1.3 million in direct 
scholarships. We extend our sincere gratitude to these 
supporters for investing in our students’ futures.

We are also deeply grateful for the steadfast leadership of the 
College’s Board of Trustees and Board of Governors, whose 
members volunteer their time and expertise to advance our 
mission. Another key partner is the Union County Board of 
County Commissioners, whose commitment to higher education and continued 
investment in the College strengthen opportunities for residents across our county.

This April, the College was recognized as semifinalist for the 2027 Aspen Prize for 
Community College Excellence thanks to your commitment to your education and 
success. Although your journey at UCNJ has ended, we 
hope you will remain connected to the College as proud 
alumni and continue to be part of the UCNJ community. 
Continue to share your successes and inspire the students 
who will one day stand where you are now.

You have achieved a significant milestone in your 
academic journey, one that reflects not only your intellectual accomplishments,  
but also your personal and professional growth.

My sincerest congratulations to you, the UCNJ Class of 2026.

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, UCNJ Union College of Union County, NJ

      Welcome and

Congratulations
                 Graduates!
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UCNJ History

UCNJ Union College of 
Union County, NJ has a 
remarkable history as the 
first of New Jersey’s 
community colleges. The 
College was founded in 1933 
as a one-room night school and is now a 
comprehensive community college serving  
almost 12,000 credit and noncredit students in  
Union County.  

U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt founded Union 
County Junior College as an “emergency junior college” 
through the federal Works Project Administration, with the 
original mission of providing jobs for unemployed 
teachers and professors. 

UCNJ is an open-access community college that currently 
offers over 70 associate degree and certificate programs, as 
well as noncredit opportunities. The College has campuses 
in Cranford, Elizabeth, Plainfield, and Scotch Plains. In 
addition to in-person classes, UCNJ offers online courses 
and more than 20 fully online academic degree programs. 

The Cranford Campus was expanded in 2016 with the 
development of a two-story Student Development 
Building, which houses student services on the first floor 
in the Helen E. Chaney Student Services Center. The 
Chaney Student Services Center was named for the 
generous donor and alumna, Helen Chaney (‘48). The 
second floor has classrooms and faculty offices. 

On the Elizabeth Campus, renovations to the Lessner 
Building were completed in 2018. This included the 
development of a new Student Services Center on the  
first floor. There are offices and classrooms on the lower 
level for the College’s Center for Economic and  
Workforce Development. 

In January 2020, renovations to the Health Science 
Building on the Plainfield Campus were completed, 
adding state-of-the-art facilities and labs for the paramedic 
emergency health science, physical therapist assistant, and 
respiratory care programs. 

UCNJ’s Scotch Plains Campus reopened in 2022 with a 

University Center and became home to the College’s 
Virtual Campus and many community events. This Campus 
is located on the same property as the Union County 
Vocational Technical Schools and John H. Stamler Police 
Academy. 

In 2024, the College underwent a rebranding with a new 
name and logo. UCNJ Union College of Union County, NJ 
unveiled a logo that represents the flame in Fiat Lux, and a 
U shape. The College’s new name helps acknowledge 
academic excellence and national recognition. 

The Aspen Institute College Excellence Program selected 
UCNJ as a Top 10 community college for the prestigious 
$1 million-dollar 2025 Aspen Prize. While previously being 
named as a Top 150 community college and semifinalist, 
this is the first time the College has been recognized as a 
finalist. 

In June 2025, UCNJ’s accreditation was reaffirmed by the 
Middle States Commission on Higher Education, a 
voluntary, non-governmental membership association that 
defines, maintains, and promotes educational excellence. 

In October 2025, Union County Improvement Authority, 
Union County, and UCNJ recently broke ground on the 
College’s new Physical Education Center (PECK) building 
at the Cranford campus, a modern athletic facility that will 
support UCNJ’s 14 NJCAA teams.

In April 2026, the Aspen Institute College Excellence 
program recognized UCNJ as a semifinalist for the 2027 
Aspen Prize for the third consecutive time. The College 
was chosen for this honor among more than 1,000 
community colleges nationwide based upon having high 
and improving levels of learning, graduation, transfer, and 
workforce outcomes. 

With each new program designed to advance students’ 
economic mobility, UCNJ is fulfilling its mission of 
transforming our community, one student at a time.  

The College’s faculty in 1936 at the College’s first Commencement Ceremony.
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The pomp and ceremony of a UCNJ Commencement 
traditionally includes a procession led by a senior 
faculty member carrying a mace. The mace served as a 
weapon in medieval times, however, the mace as a 
symbol of civil authority dates to the mid 13th century. 
Since the 1500s, colleges and universities have used the 
mace as part of academic regalia in formal ceremonies.

The mace symbolizes the authority of the Board of Trustees, 
the Board of Governors, and the Office of the President of 
UCNJ, and also represents the faculty’s consent in conferring 
degrees and certificates.

The UCNJ mace is 38 inches long and sculpted from a  
solid piece of walnut. The triangular carvings at the base  
of its shaft reflect the tripartite interaction among research, 
education, and innovation, which are key drivers of a 
knowledge-based society. The upper portion of the  
mace features the round seal of UCNJ with the  
“Fiat Lux” motto, which is Latin for “Let There Be Light.”  
The head of the mace also displays the College Owl, the 
mascot that symbolizes the College’s 1933 origin when it 
was a night school for unemployed teachers.  

The College Seal, shown at the right, is the original design 
 used in 1933 when the College was founded. 

The seal is used primarily for official events such as 
commencement. The College’s motto, “Fiat Lux,” which is 

translated “let there be light,” is engraved on the seal along with 
a torch. The implication of the motto is that to be  

educated is to let in the light thus dispelling the  
darkness of ignorance.  
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The origins of academic dress date 
back to the 12th and 13th centuries, 
when universities were taking form. 
The ordinary dress of the scholar, 
whether student or teacher, was that of 
a cleric. Formal academic attire is an 
important part of the pageantry of 
modern day commencement 
ceremonies.

A college commencement is a colorful 
celebration of student excellence and 
achievement. In academic processions  
each color is a symbol. 

Gowns
The associate gown is black, as is the 
gown for certificate candidates. This 
gown, like the bachelor’s gown, has 
pointed sleeves and is worn closed. 

Other gowns are black with few 
exceptions. The master’s degree gown has 
an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, and 
may be worn open or closed. The gown for 
a doctoral degree has bell-shaped sleeves, 
is worn open or closed, and is embellished 
with velvet crossbars on the sleeves. 
Doctoral gowns may be colored to 
represent a particular institution.

Cowls
Academic cowls identify the degree 
attained. The color of the cowl a 
student wears reflects the degree or 
certificate the graduate is receiving: 

• �Associate in Arts Degree: Black, Gold,  
and White;

• �Associate in Applied Science Degree: 
Black, Red, and White; 

• �Associate in Science Degree: Black, Blue,  
and White; 

• �Certificate: Black, Green, and Gold.

Bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral hoods 
feature velvet edging in the color of the 
discipline and a lining in the color of the 
institution.

Caps and Tassels 
UCNJ graduates wear a black 
mortarboard and the tassel indicates 
academic achievement. 

Students wearing red tassels on their 
mortarboards have achieved an overall 
Grade Point Average of 3.75 or better. 
Students wearing white tassels on their 
mortarboards have a Grade Point Average 
of 3.25 or better. The tassel is worn on the 
right side until the formal conferral of the 
degree. At that time the tassel is moved to 
the left. 

Honors 
Degree candidates who have been awarded honors in 
scholarship are distinguished by colored stoles, satin 
panels draped over the shoulders. Stoles or cords are 
worn as an accessory to graduation robes and have 
special meaning: 

• �Gold stoles and blue and gold cords are worn by members 
of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society of 
two-year colleges;

• �Green stoles are worn by members of Tau Alpha Pi, the 
national honor society for engineering technology; 

• �Green stoles are also worn by members of the Engineering 
and Architecture Honor Society;

• �Copen Blue stoles are worn by members of Psi Beta, the 
two-year college psychology honor society;

• �Burgundy stoles are worn by members of Mu Alpha Theta,  
the two-year college mathematics honor society; 

• �White and Gold stoles are worn by members of Union 
Honors, UCNJ’s honors program;

• �Red and Black stoles are worn by members of the 
NJ STARS program; 

• �White and Red stoles are worn by members of the 
Educational Opportunity Fund program;

• �Black and Red stoles are also worn by student-athletes;
• �Silver cords are worn by members of The National Society 

of Leadership and Success;
• �Blue and White cords are worn by members of Chi Alpha 

Epsilon, the national academic honor society for the 
Educational Opportunity Fund.

• �White and Red stoles are worn by Peer Leaders;
• �Royal Blue and Gold cords are worn by members of Delta 

Alpha Pi, the international honors society that recognizes 
students with additional needs who demonstrate academic 
achievement, leadership, and advocacy.

Colors 
For all academic purposes, including the trim of 
doctoral gowns, the edging hoods, and the tassels of 
caps, the colors associated with the different disciplines 
are as follows:
     Agriculture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Maize
     Arts, Letters, Humanities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     White
     Commerce, Accountancy, Business. . . . . . . . . . . . .             Drab
     Dentistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Lilac
     Economics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Copper
     Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Light Blue
     Engineering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Orange
     Fine Arts, including Architecture. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Brown
     Forestry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Russet
     Journalism. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Crimson
     Law. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Purple
     Library Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lemon
     Medicine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Green
     Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Pink
     Nursing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Apricot
     Oratory (Speech). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Silver Gray
     Pharmacy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Olive Green
     Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Dark Blue
     Physical Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Sage Green
     Public Administration, including 
            Foreign Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Peacock Blue
     Public Health. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Salmon Pink
     Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Golden Yellow
     Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Citron
     Theology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Scarlet
     Veterinary Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Gray
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O R D E R  O F  E X E R C I S E S

5 : 3 0  P M  C E R E M O N Y

U C N J  C O M M E N C E M E N T

~  P R O C E S S I O N A L  ~

Presiding................................................................................................................ Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, UCNJ Union College of Union County, NJ

Invocation...............................................................................................................................  Pastor Kip Wright 
Agape House of Worship, Roselle 

Presentation of Colors............................................................................................................................ JR ROTC 
Elizabeth High School

Salute to the Flag.........................................................................................................  Dr. Demond T. Hargrove 
Vice President, Student Development

National Anthem.................................................................................................................. Ms. Pamella Garzon 
UCNJ Graduate, Class of 2026

Welcome...............................................................................................................................  Mr. Victor M. Richel 
Chair, UCNJ Board of Trustees

Introduction of Dignitaries........................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Student Speaker................................................................................................................ Mr. Xavier Hernandez 
UCNJ Graduate, Class of 2026

Presentation of Awards..............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of the Post-Day Memorial Award........................... Associate Professor Sherry Heidary   
 Chemistry, STEM

Presentation of the Alumni Prize Award.......................................................  Mrs. Mary Zimmermann 
UCNJ Board of Governors, Class of 2001

Charge to the Graduates............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees.....................................................................................  Dr. Maris Lown 
Executive Vice President and Provost

Conferral of Associate in Science Degrees................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Conferral of Associate in Arts Degrees.....................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Conferral of Applied Science Degrees......................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Conferral of Certificates.............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Turning of the Tassels & Closing Remarks...............................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Benediction....................................................................................................................................  Pastor Wright

~  R E C E S S I O N A L  ~

Please Join Dr. McMenamin for Complimentary Pictures with the President Immediately Following the Ceremony
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The Associate in Science 

degree is awarded for 

programs in the areas of 

mathematics, natural 

sciences, health sciences, 

engineering, or technology. It 

enables students to transfer 

to a four-year college or 

university to complete a 

Bachelor of  

Science degree.

Benjamin Abazi

Muhammad I. Abdurrahim

Oluwatoyin A. Abiodun

Mansura Abubakar

Andy H. Acevedo Paredes

Nicolas A. Acosta

Agustin L. Acquaviva

Antoinette W. Adade

Charilenys Adames Dilollo

Gianna L. Addie

Nana-Darko Adomako

Veronica Adu

Brandon O. Adu-Gyamfi

Olaoluwa S. Afolabi

Margarita S. Ageeva

Karen Agudelo

Amena Akhter

William S. Alarcon

Gabriel J. Albarran

Monica Albelo

Chukwuma A. Alozie

David A. Alvarez

Jayson A. Alvarez

Gladys M. Alvira

Kareem H. Andrews

Jenny M. Antunes

Stephanie Aranda

Brenden Arango

Samuel E. Arias

Vanessa V. Arias

Safwaan Arif

Guadalupe M. Arita

Brittany Asamoah

Jonathan M. Asare

Alyssa M. Augustyne

Justine Avinion

Ms. Olawumi S. Babalola

Eunice O. Badu

Patricia A. Balbuena

Rodeberline Balthazar

Jesulayomi E. Banjo

Sacha Baptiste

Breanna H. Barrett

Guyrlande R. Barthelus

Sept L. Barthelus

Sept Zalie N. Barthelus

Yannaira A. Batista

Katie A. Baumgarten

Jasmine G. Bayot

Lorrin N. Beachum

Yameenah Beauvais

Shalisha K. Beckford

Kalidiata Belem Sawadogo

Erica E. Belzince

Jeremiah M. Benn

Steven A. Besanceney

Sagar Bhandari

Markychen Bien-Aime

Jake R. Birney

Cheyene O. Blackwell

Adrienne S. Blount

Anita Boateng

Afiya N. Bobb

Hanah Bong

Tyler J. Bowens

Nordia R. Boyd

Asia N. Boyer

Raynelle L. Brathwaite

Areli I. Bravo

Teairah K. Bridges

Brandon Bright

Yvette M. Brown

Latoya J. Bryant

Rebecca Bucknor

Toni-Jaye R. Burton

Theresa Burzo

Vadaysia S. Butler

Shana D. Byer

Tyrese L. Bynum-Johnson

Amiria S. Cabey

Carmen A. Cabrera

Yozelin E. Cabrera

Tamarre Cadet

Dany N. Camacho

Naomi S. Campbell

Stephany N. Canady

Kevin A. Carrion

Reyli H. Carvajal

Juan D. Castano

Esmirna Castillo

Katie A. Castro

Wanishadebie Chan

Tanisha N. Cheatum

Deaman M. Cherry

Gabriel A. Chirino

Selena Chong

Jeremy M. Chokov

Patience E. Chukwuemeka

Daniela Chung

Samantha N. Clarke

Esther Clermeus

Brianna M. Colasurdo

Kristen I. Conlan

Alejandra Cordoba

Nicholas Cordova

Rebecca Cornacchio

Pablo S. Corte

Shannon R. Costello

Ashlee C. Crawford

Angelin M. Cruz

Denise H. Cruz

Sheryl A. Cruz Garcia

Valeria S. Cuadros

Beatriz Da Cruz Ferreira

Tayana P. Dacres

Bronte Dakota

Aicha Dao

Vital B. Darkwah

Astin David

Joy De Souza 

Larema Deloach

Lara Demetrio

Ashley R. Devito

Avriana K. Dewitt

Esther S. Diamond

Ashaky A. Diaz

Stefanie Diaz

Veronica M. Diaz

Catalina Dietl

Kayla Dieujuste

Fred J. Distance

Marie C. Dumay

Valerie Dumerand

Anthony U. Duru

Justin D. Earl

Johnmark L. Eckman

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S



M AY  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6

Fo r  a s s i s t a n ce ,  s e e k  o u t  u s h e r s . 	       UCNJ  UN ION COL LEGE  OF  UN ION COUNTY,  N J  |  11

Devyn G. Edmondsons

Kyara Edouard

Lynsah Elizor

Gabriel Enrriquez

Eden Epstein

Brenden F. Eschelbacher

Jayden L. Escobar

Saray N. Escobar

Travis A. Espinhal

Mayi Espinoza

Djerry Etheard

Mirdyne S. Eugene

Benitha G. Fair

Nicolette A. Feliciano

Sydney N. Feminello

Rudolph Alan-Todley Fenelon

Alexa X. Figueroa

Adriana V. Figueroa

Alexis M. Fitz

Lucas J. Flanagan

Natasha Flor

Ashley N. Flores

Simone M. Flythe

Larissa Fonseca

Vanessa I. Fontanez

Angelique Francisco

Emmanuella G. Francois

Kashia Francois

Enoch Z. Franklin

Michael V. Franza

Jermaine H. Fraser

Jeffrey E. Fuentes

Adrian Garcia

Bryan Garcia

Genesis I. Garcia

Juan Garcia

Sindy P. Garcia

Eloise G. Garland

Gennesis A. Garro

Mouhamed Gaye

Lyzema Gayflor

Khyleangelo R. Gealon

Nashid S. Gilliam

Valeria Giraldo

Geraldine I. Giron

Mirella Zinnedyne D. Gomes

Chris Gomez

Evelyn Gomez

John S. Gomez

Valeria N. Gomez Bazan

Ryan Gonzalez

Tania G. Gonzalez Mauleon

Amaris S. Gracian

Porsia S. Graham

Tiffany L. Graham

Apryl B. Grant

Ariane C. Greczyn

Rotania L. Grenald

Michelle Guanipatin

Carlos A. Guardado

Mhkyah M. Guy

Steven R. Guzman

Kesha Harding

Nicole M. Hargrove

Zhyasia A. Harris

Michael A. Hayeck

Tarina Hayes

Xavier Hernandez

Daniel R. Hicks

James Paul T. Hipolito

Cassandra M. Horner

Lia U. Huaman Chang

Natalia M. Hunt

Osato O. Idemudia

Tathiana M. Infante

Jaquelin L. Ixpatac

Yesenia Jaime

Kuasun James

Sebastian D. Jaramillo

Victoria Jarosz

Detor B. Jaryee

Kathrina Jean Mary

Shednie R. Jean Pierre

Yejin Jeon

Bilal A. Jeter

Cristian Jimenez

Kristen N. Jimenez

Ashly D. Johnson

Blake Johnson

Isiah J. Johnstone

Rosa L. Jones

Shania C. Jones

Tanajha R. Jordan

Sylvain Joseph

Sapphire Jungreis

Mbambay Kallon

Shahed Karim

Pauline W. Kariuki

Gavin W. Keat

Felicia K. Kerr

Otabek Khudaybergenov

Brenda T. Khumalo

Chianti S. Kompany

Tara M. Kunie

Grant Kuyat

William C. La Fuente Cruz

Brian F. Landaverde

Jerry Laureano

Gabrielle Lazo

Chen A. Lee

Olga Len

Angelita Lewis

Rebecca P. Librizzi

Alkida Likaj

Christian J. Lima

Gabriel M. Linares

Jetan Lizardo

Patricia Lochard

Freddie Lopez

Julissa M. Lopez

Delaila Lorenzo

Jessica Louis

Johnny Louis

Bilado A. Louis Jean

Gerardo Lucio-Cortes

Andrea P. Maceus

Ahmad B. Mahmood

Lindsey K. Malcolm

Gia Maldonado

Tatiana C. Maldonado

Natalie D. Maradiaga

Elio O. Marroquin

Cameron J. Martin

Emmanuel I. Martinez

Jennifer C. Martinez

Naomi L. Martinez

Noelia Matos

Randel Q. Maxwell

Angelica Mayer

Michelle A. Medina

Edwin E. Melendez

Bernice N. Mensah

Tameesan M. Miller

Morgan I. Mills

Jeremia J. Minaya

Stephania Minaya

Nikole C. Miranda

Laila A. Mitchell

Tammy Mondesir

Tahnee Monica  
Lauralee M. Monfort

Carlos Montenegro

Daron Montgomery

Juliana Morales

Jackie T. Morocho

Christian J. Moss

Josh Moss

Stacy G. Moussignac

Khadijah T. Muhammad

Teniece Mundle

Kaitlin A. Murillo
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Michala A. Murray

Cynthia A. Myrick

Kenika T. Mytil

Jason Navarrete

Maria C. Navarro

Asif Nawaz

Gloria Ndukwe

Ariel Neely

Naomi A. Nelson

Nephtalie Nerestant

Debora Ngoubili

Yessenia C. Nieto

Christopher J. Noel

Bryan D. Noguera

Engel S. Nunez

Ucheamaka C. Nwenyi

Keira P. Oberlies

Stanley C. Obiano

Sophia A. Occulis

Afoma S. Okeke

Onyebuchi Okoye

Ifeoluwa D. Okungbowa

Liliana M. Oliveira

Cristopher Orozco

Carly Ortiz

Michelle B. Ostrov

Jessa Thea S. Paguirigan

Christopher E. Palacios

Samantha R. Palacios

Michelle J. Palumbo

Oksana Panfilova

Cianna R. Papineau

Linda P. Paredes

Samad J. Parker

Liz S. Parra

Taliah R. Passmore

Ami A. Patel

Rupal Patel

Diane S. Patryn

Stephanie D. Paul

Ashley S. Pedroza

Johnmarco Penta

Hansika D. Perera

Aymette Perez

Azucena Perez

Eloisaet Perez

Tyett D. Phelps-Davis

Michelle Pierre

Urpita Pithadia

Vanessa Pizarro

Angel J. Polanco

Monica Pozo

Jennifer Prado

Malik A. Pride

Phara Prince

Michael A. Priore

Kiara S. Puga

Marco Quinteros

Eric C. Quito Cabrera

Claire M. Ragone

Carley Ramos

Nicole S. Ramos

Saniyah A. Redfern

Shanequah M. Reed

Erika S. Reid

Raymond Richardson

Roger Richardson

Matt Riggin

Kathy M. Rivas

Astrid C. Rivas-Portillo

Denim J. Roberts

Janae H. Roberts

Zahiyah M. Roberts

Charly S. Rocano

Paris-Dominique A. Rodriguez

Stephanie Rodriguez

Melvin M. Rogel

Alessandra Y. Romano

Bryana M. Rosado

Brianna P. Ryan

Stephanie Sagbay Hernandez

Divya Sajan

Zayne Salam

Amanda R. Salernitano

Jessica Salinas

Angelica D. Salon

Colette A. Samuels

Lawrence D. Sanchez

Modesto Louis Sanchez, Jr.

Romina V. Sanchez

Michelle Sandhu

Wonderful J. Santerre

James P. Santulli

Gloria M. Sarceno

Joshua Scarfone

Javon M. Scott

Mayasha Scott

Miecha Scott

Tyleisha E. Scott

Levi Selvage

Peterly Senatus

Legend J. Sermon

Ricardo A. Serpa

Ashanti M. Sessoms- Epps

Brian Z. Sesta

Lamonica S. Shabazz

Vinit Shah

Samiyah M. Shakur

Cortney E. Sheedy

Hamza S. Sheikh

Malaz F. Sidahmed

Isaiah A. Silva

Leiliani Silva

Carolina Sinisterra

Natasha R. Smith

Eduardo R. Sosa

Alvin M. Soto Veras

Michael S. Suarez

Janeive B. Swaby

Saddiqua F. Syed

Svetlana L. Sylne

Amina Tapia

Patrice N. Taylor

Mery Jane A. Tengco

Darla M. Thomas

Joshua I. Thompson-Lombard

Michael A. Tiban

Bridgette N. Titus

Isidro Tlanipa

Frayma Toledo

Victoria G. Tomczyk

Evan Torrens

Jade Trollip

Jasmine Tucker

Isabella E. Turner

Corinne D. Underwood

Esther E. Uwandi Patton

Cynthia R. Vaca

Cindy A. Valdez

Freily Valdez

Moneasha M. Valmont

Giselle D. Vargas

Tamara Vasilova

Allan F. Vasquez

Mariana Vasquez

Juan Pablo Vega Rojas

Madelin Velasquez

Stephanie Velez

Miah A. Verdugo

Paul V. Vezhdel

Angel D. Vicente

Deborah Victoria

Alicia Isabel I. Vieira Cardoso

Nehomie L. Vilbrun

Braulio Villafana

Isaac J. Villalobos 

Natalie E. Villegas

Miasiah C. Waiters-Banks

Dejanira R. Waller

Carla G. Wan

Tony D. Watkins Jr

Korey E. Watson

Angela D. Williams

Meya E. Williams

Nazair M. Williams

Shakira Williams

Glaiza Marie P. Wilson

Olivia M. Wright

Shanese A. Wright

Hongjun Wu

Brianna C. Yanni

Jairo D. Yauri-Cuzco

Stephanie J. Zavala-Vega

Naiomi M. Ziekert

Jessica B. Ziller
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This degree forms the 

foundation of a Bachelor of 

Arts degree. It enables 

students to transfer to a 

four-year college or 

university. The Associate in 

Arts degree is awarded for 

programs in the social 

sciences or humanities.

Carla Abarca-Ramirez

Iyana L. Adams

Brian E. Akridge

Jenifer G. Alas Muralles

Felix Algarin

Jelisa Algarin

Lailaa H. Al-Khabir

Kristi G. Alvarez

Daniella C. Andrade

Gino Aranda

Diego M. Arevalo

Vanessa I. Arias Guzman

Karol G. Atiencia

Urzule Audige

David Audige

Fabienne V. Auguste

Martine Augustin

Thomas Barnes

Jaina G. Battle

Crystal A. Batts

Luis M. Becerra

Anna L. Bellino-Dorset

A’zhu-Ra Y. Belvin

Amy N. Benitez

Milena B. Bento

Gabryella S. Bethonico

Henry R. Bowman

Nevaeh D. Boyd

Joseph M. Bradbury

Wynter G. Bradley

Shanaea L. Brown

Isaiah M. Bryant

Fiore V. Cabrera

Isabella M. Cabrera

Emanuel S. Cagua

Yaya S. Camara

Jackson M. Capasso

Isabella L. Cardoza

Ivan D. Carrasco

Thiago Carvalho

Isabella Casallas

Alexa R. Cassiba

Mayra M. Castro Carrera

Emer Castro Lachapel

Kevin R. Catedral

Sara M. Cepeda

Yessica Chavez

Natalie Yasmine Y. Choque

Olivia A. Coccaro

Sofia G. Coelho

Joseph E. Colamedici

Casey E. Cole

Kelly S. Constante Yanzapanta

Alondra Cortes

Mia A. Correa

Jaden A. Cruz

Sonya M. Cuquej Geronimo

Sabrina D. Da Silva

Dioni O. D’Almeida

Jessica Daniel

Rubson R. Dasilva Filho

Sofia Destefanis

Julian Drake

Isabella Duarte

Alem Dukaj

Sabina Dukaj

Godwin C. Ekeh

Precious U. Emelobe

Milagros D. Escalante

Carmen Esteban Rovalino

Daniela Euceda 

Jaden Eugene

Marlon Eugene

Hailey Facundo

Destiny J. Fairley

Alondra C. Farfan Flores

Skylar Farrar

Diana M. Feliciano

Maria F. Figueroa

Bryan P. Flores

Kaddichari Aikaa F. Fontenele

Avi S. Frank

Claudia A. Gamarra

Vivian J. Gambrell

Towanna D. Garba

Clarisse B. Garcia

Melody L. Garcia

Robert A. Garcia

Pamella I. Garzon

Jack H. Gattullo

Emanuel A. Gomez

Gina G. Gomez

Melanie Gomez

Susana Gomez

Michelle K. Gomez Angome

Nicolas V. Gondar

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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Carla J. Gonzalez

Kashon D. Gordon

David J. Guydan

Ahmed Hallak

Jasear L. Haney

Braxton B. Hatem

Kavon N. Hayes

Cara R. Hetem

Ameer Y. Hill

Kiana R. Hill

Zy’onna M. Horne-Francis

Rashidah K. Id-Deen

Mohammad Zakir Hosen

Kevin Jeanty

William C. Jerrett

Caleb F. John

Nylah Jones-Holloman

Daniel B. Joseph

Katherine P. Jovel

Brandon M. Knight

Thomas J. Lance

Ines C. Lelis

Zulmyra Lima

Xavier C. Lipscomb

Gerald M. Lizano

Alison D. Loaiza

Iverson C. Louis

Xavier A. Lugo

Victoria D. Lordelo

Sammy I. Mamudi

Daniela E. Marroquin

Emily M. Martinez

Francisco A. Martinez

Saul Mascorro Arteaga

Alex Jr Massillon

Janiah Y. Mayorga

Dyshawn R. McClish

Sydney I. McGahee

Jasmine D. McLendon

Byron C. Medel-Palao

Bairon M. Medina

Suhaily L. Medina

Adrianna L. Mejia Aquino

Uriel Mendez

Andres S. Mendoza

Nathaly G. Mendoza

Adrian A. Mercado

Alexys I. Minch

Sofia Mona

Jessica A. Montague

Judith Morales

Natalie Morales

Kayla Moreira

Gisselle Y. Moreno

Henry A. Moreno

Ronal S. Morocho

Sadiyyah A. Muhammad

Deziah Murray

Jaden C. Murray

Dylan Y. Natal

Valentina M. Nelson

Austin E. Newell

Jailene M. Nigaglioni

Libni Jarib J. Nivar Vizcaino

Fabrizio H. Nunez Gutierrez

Julian Nunez Riano

Sharon C. Nwosu

Michael Okoro

Alexa Oliveira

Alyssa D. Ortega

Oluwaseyi D. Oyawusi

Lissa Paes

Marisbel E. Parada

Luis A. Parajon

Marilynn C. Pastuna

Crisnery Polanco

Ashley A. Prado

Precious Angela D. Pryce

Giany L. Puero

Leslie J. Ramirez

Valeria A. Ramirez

Betzy J. Ramos

Avrel Rampaul

Salvatore Randazzo

Tarahji M. Reid

Denisse J. Reinoso

Aaliyah K. Reyes

Hector A. Reyes

Victoria A. Reyes

Jayleon J. Ricks

Jason Rivera

Francisco A. Rivera Otayza

Jayden A. Robinson

Sarah D. Rodas

Hillary Ailinne  
Rodriguez Villanueva 

Alex Rodriguez Barraboza

Vincent M. Rodriguez

Amaya M. Rollack

Angelina M. Romero

Howell J. Roque

Zuhailey M. Rosa

Maria J. Ruiz

Amir J. Samuels

Jaretzi Sandre

Charity A. Santana

Leonardo Scandroglio

Jibril A. Shumate-Edwards

Diana Silva

Lizeth R. Simbaina

Karynell R. Simmons

Nicole E. Simpson

Aryan Singh

Gianlucca R. Sipaque

Sean M. Sliker

Quran J. Smith

Melissa Solis

Marcos E. Solsona Britos

Emmie Spiropoulos

Matthew G. Spohr

Kirk A. Sutherland

Sutton, Gerri N.

Evan Swiat

Natalie B. Szuban

Irene Tabares

Sara Teixeira

Timothy C. Terrado

Random H. Thorflyn

Naima M. Toro

Eileen N. Torres

Gianna M. Tucker

Khalil A. Tutt

Maria P. Urena

Anthony T. Valente

Guillermo G. Valladares

Nataly G. Vasconez

Josue I. Vasquez

Carlos A. Vejarano

Thais M. Velasquez

Crystal Velez

Alta Garmela G. Villard

Craig A. West

Ariel A. Williams

Jaelyn D. Williams

Markisha M. Williams R

Victor J. Wilson 

Aaliyah L. Woodson

Vincent Zeferino

Shpejtim Zenelaj



The Associate in Applied 

Science degree is a career or 

technical degree awarded to 

students who intend to enter 

the workforce upon 

graduation. 

Jose Acevedo

Marcus A. Adeniyi

Chalante Adolphe

Luyain O. Ali

Roberto J. Angulo

Melissa Baigorrea

Karen A. Barcia

Lacey A. Beall

Sara R. Beaujin

Darren Berberabe

Aljee L. Brown

Brandon M. Buccine

Isabella Bulhoes

Ethan W. Cabezas

Mattia Calvetto

Alexa F. Campos

Rodrigo Cantillo Velasquez

Andre Carinhas

Nina I. Ciezza

Isabela Coutinho

Celia Cruz

Sebastian A. Diaz

Kymarha Dorsainvil

Daniel L. Dos Santos

Jessica M. Duerr

Stephanie Estiverne

Jillian R. Ferone

Jayson A. Freeman

Tyler M. Frezza

Nathalia Frias

Valeria A. Gallego

Elijah L. Gilead

Tilejah D. Gilead

Jackeline A. Goncalves

Clarence Griffin

Randa M. Henen

Marckenson Henry

Gabriela M. Hilario

Bianca A. Kolomiejec

Nickey D. Kuhn

Joel J. Labady

Storm X. Lee

Stephany Libindo

Salaymatu Mansaray

Patrick S. McDonough

Bruno E. Mendoza-Rugel

Alec Mihalenko

Keanu H. Milian

Emely N. Montesdeoca

Ronald A. Moses

Daekuan S. Mullings

Angela G. Munoz

Laron A. Murray Jr

Fatima Nadeem

Monica Nunes

Jaley A. Nunez

Dolly Ocoro Duque

Chioma L. Ogbonna

Kehinde A. Oladeji

Jailynn A. Oliver

Daniela Pagliari

Diana Perez

Mark L. Peselli

Myrdia Pierre

Brandi A. Pochepka

Wilgenson Poteau

Jorge M. Quispe Sandoval

John P. Ragosta

Brittany L. Rahey

Isaiah Richardson

Rosa Roa

Isaiah B. Rodriguez

Briana E. Rojas

Jorge Ruiz

Abigail R. Sanchez

Stanley Sanon

Jesus L. Segovia

Luis C. Sergio

Cristian Sevilla

Sonali P. Shah

Isaiah A. Shell

Rachel C. Sopher

Kelsy Souto

Sheena Spence

Kervens Sterling

Hitika Taneja

Kaitlyn I. Terrone 

Alexandra T. Thomas

Christian B. Tolentino

Kevin S. Vargas

Shelby Wick

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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The Certificate is conferred 

upon students who 

completed a career-focused 

educational program. It is 

conferred in the areas of 

American sign language and 

deaf studies, criminal justice, 

emergency medical studies, 

graphic design, interpreting 

spoken language, journalism 

and public relations, liberal 

studies, photovoltaic (PV), 

practical nursing, and remote 

pilot and drone application.

Ehinomen N. Aigbokhaevbo

Latosha L. Burns

Kelley J. Carvalho

Delicia M. Downie

Betchina Edouard 

Jade A. Edwards

Austin A. Feliciano

Manoela Finger Cortico

Yvanna M. Garay

Miranda Jn Baptiste

Namiah O. Jones

Ashley M. Josaphat 

Ariana B. Kravitz

Tiffany M. Medina

Calistus C. Oleka 

Simone A. Olivier

Trixia Ann A. Paranete

Asia M. Pearson

Geraldine Ronquillo Moran

Maria A. Russ

Kyle D. Seales

Taylor M. Thomson 

Stephanie Toussaint

Amanda L. Ward

Jalynn A. White

Granted in the fields of 

blockchain technology, 

business fundamentals, 

CAD-CAM, educational 

interpreter program, 

emergency medical studies, 

eSports management, 

homeland security, hotel, 

restaurant, and tourism 

management, paralegal 

studies, and supply chain  

management.

Anthony U. Duru 

Erika Johnson

Jamilah Lee

Naiara Medeiros Silveira

Ilse Morales

Jennifer C. Ortiz

CERTIFICATE
C A N D I D A T E S

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT
C A N D I D A T E S
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UCNJ BOARD OF GOVERNORS

UNION COUNTY �BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

UCNJ BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Victor M. Richel, Chair

Rafael J. Betancourt, Esq., Vice Chair

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin,  
President

Brian Campbell

George A. Castro, II

Daniel J. Connolly, CPA

F. Jim Della Sala

Miguel A. Figueredo

Miguel A. Merino

Daryl Palmieri

Emily L. Root, MA, CCC-SLP

Kamran Tasharofi, M.D. 

Marisol Ramos-Rodríguez 
Student Representative

Matthew J. Giacobbe, Esq., 
Legal Counsel

John M. Toriello, Chair

F. Jim Della Sala, Vice Chair

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin,  
President

Melinda Ayala

Lawrence D. Bashe

Rafael J. Betancourt, Esq. 

Brian Campbell 

Deborah Enix-Ross

Kethleen A. Fitzpatrick

Stephen F. Hehl, Esq.

Donna M. Herran

Edward J. Hobbie, Esq.

Gary S. Horan

Richard J. Malcolm

Carl J. Napor

Matthew R. Nazzaro

Paul T. O’Neill, Esq.

Sandra Rice

John Richel

Victor M. Richel

James Roundtree III

Robert J. Sloan

Lisa Vecchione

Allan L. Weisberg

Hugh C. Welsh

Mary M. Zimmermann

Joseph C. Bodek, Chairman

Rebecca L. Williams, Vice Chair 

James E. Baker, Jr. 

Michèle S. Delisfort

Lourdes M. Leon

Alexander Mirabella

Stanley J. Neron

Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded 

Joseph Signorello III
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UCNJ UNION COLLEGE OF 
UNION COUNTY, NJ

1033 Springfield Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

�www.ucc.edu 

 

 
Funded in part through the support of  
the Union County Board of County Commissioners

UCNJ is Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education

UCNJ does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination, as required by state and/or federal law, 
in all programs and activities, including employment and access to its career and technical programs.

Use your smart phone to scan this 
QR code for the most up-to-date 

pdf of this program:

www.ucc.edu/commencementprogram


