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M E S S A G E  T O  T H E  G R A D U AT E S

As we begin a new year, today also marks a new beginning for each of you as college 
graduates. It took dedication, focus, and persistence for you to achieve this impressive 
milestone. On behalf of the faculty, staff, and administration, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to each of you. Be as proud of yourselves as we are of you.

Your individual success is our collective success and has contributed to several 
recognitions for your college — UCNJ Union College of Union County, NJ. For the 
third consecutive time, we have been named one of the Top 150 community colleges 
in the U.S. by the Aspen Institute College Excellence Program. We also were featured 
on “The College Tour,” a national television program 
showcasing colleges across the country. Ten dynamic 
student stories were included in our episode 
highlighting both the opportunities the College offers 
and the resilience of our incredible students. 

Your path to graduation may have been made possible 
thanks in part to a Union County College Foundation 
scholarship. The College’s generous donors, individuals 
and corporations who support our students, provided 
more than $1 million in scholarships this year. A 
sincere thank you to our generous donors. 

We are thankful for the support of the College’s Board 
of Trustees and Board of Governors. These community 
members volunteer their time and expertise for the benefit of the College. Another 
key partner of the College is the Union County Board of County Commissioners who 
are committed to our mission and to improving the lives of the residents in Union 
County through their generous support and funding of the College. 

As you move forward, remember the lessons you learned, the relationships you built, 
and the experiences at the College that have shaped you. I encourage you to stay 
connected to UCNJ and with your fellow graduates. We look forward to hearing about 
your successes and accomplishments in the years to come. You are the embodiment 
of our mission to transform our community, one student at a time. My sincerest 
congratulations to you, the Class of 2024!  

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, UCNJ Union College of Union County, NJ

      Welcome and

Congratulations
                 Graduates!



J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4

Fo r  a s s i s t a n ce ,  s e e k  o u t  u s h e r s . 	       UCNJ  UN ION COL LEGE  OF  UN ION COUNTY,  N J  |  3

J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4

Fo r  a s s i s t a n ce ,  s e e k  o u t  u s h e r s . 	       UCNJ  UN ION COL LEGE  OF  UN ION COUNTY,  N J  |  3



C O M M E N C E M E N T  C E R E M O N Y

4  |  T RANSFORM ING OUR  COMMUNI TY. . .  O N E  S T U D E N T  A T  A  T I M E

UCNJ History

UCNJ Union College of Union County, 
NJ has a remarkable history as the 
oldest of New Jersey’s community 
colleges. The College began in 1933 as 
a one-room night school and is now a 
comprehensive community college 
serving almost 12,000 credit and 
noncredit students in Union County.

U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
founded Union County Junior College 
as an “emergency junior college” 
through the federal Works Project Administration with the 
original mission of providing jobs for unemployed teachers 
and professors.

UCNJ is an open-access community college that currently 
offers over 60 associate degrees and certificate programs, 
as well as noncredit opportunities. The College has 
campuses in Cranford, Elizabeth, Plainfield, and Scotch 
Plains. In addition to in-person classes, the College offers 
online courses and more than 20 fully-online degree 
programs.

The Cranford Campus expanded in 2016 with the two-story 
Student Development Building, which houses student 
services on the first floor in the Helen E. Chaney Student 
Services Center, named for the generous donor and alumna 
Helen Chaney, ‘48. The second floor has classrooms and 
faculty offices.

In June 2017, UCNJ’s accreditation was reaffirmed by The 
Middle States Commission on Higher Education, a 
voluntary, non-governmental, membership association that 
defines, maintains, and promotes educational excellence.

On the Elizabeth Campus, renovations to the Lessner 
Building were completed in 2018. This included the 
development of a new Student Services Center on the first 
floor and offices and training classrooms on the lower level 
for the College’s Center for Economic and Workforce 
Development. The impact of Hurricane Ida in September 
2021 left the Kellogg Building closed for a full year after 
severe flooding damage, with operations moved to the 
Lessner Building or other campuses. The Kellogg Building 
reopened in fall 2022.

In January 2020, renovations on the Health Science 
Building on the Plainfield Campus were completed, adding 
state-of-the-art facilities and labs for the paramedic 
emergency health science, physical therapist assistant, and 
respiratory care programs before the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit the United States.

While COVID-19 impacted the way in which the College 
operated and delivered education, the College’s 
commitment to its mission remained unchanged.

In 2022, the College was named a semifinalist for the 2023 
Aspen Prize. This acknowledged UCNJ as one of the top 25 
community colleges in the United States! This was the first 
time the College received this recognition. The College was 
chosen for this honor among more than 1,000 community 
colleges nationwide based upon having high and 
improving levels of student success as well as equitable 
outcomes for Black and Hispanic students and those from 
lower-income backgrounds. 

In 2022, the College’s Scotch Plains Campus reopened as a 
destination campus and reimagined as a University Center 
and home to the College’s virtual campus. Located on the 
same property with the Union County Vocational Technical 
Schools and John H. Stamler Police Academy, this 
destination campus is an opportunity for students to take 
both credit and non-credit courses or pursue a four-year 
degree with one of the College’s university partners in a 
newly renovated state-of-the-art space.

On July 1, 2022, the College underwent a rebranding with 
a new name and logo. UCNJ Union College of Union 
County, NJ blazed the community with a logo that 
represents the flame in Fiat Lux, and a U shape. Adopting 
the name UCNJ moves the College into the future, while 
showcasing academic excellence and national recognition. 

In fall 2023, the College was named one of the top  
150 community colleges for 2025 in the U.S. by the  
Aspen Prize Institute College Excellence Program. This is 
the College’s third consecutive recognition as a Top 150 
Community College.

With each new program, opportunity, and modern space 
for learning, the College is fulfilling our mission of 
transforming our community…one student at a time!  

The College’s faculty in 1936 at the College’s first Commencement Ceremony.



J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4

Fo r  a s s i s t a n ce ,  s e e k  o u t  u s h e r s . 	       UCNJ  UN ION COL LEGE  OF  UN ION COUNTY,  N J  |  5

The pomp and ceremony of a UCNJ Commencement 
traditionally includes a procession led by a senior 
faculty member carrying a mace. The mace served as a 
weapon in medieval times, however, the mace as a 
symbol of civil authority dates to the mid 13th century. 
Since the 1500s, colleges and universities have used the 
mace as part of academic regalia in formal ceremonies.

The mace symbolizes the authority of the Board of Trustees, 
the Board of Governors, and the Office of the President of 
UCNJ, and also represents the faculty’s consent in conferring 
degrees and certificates.

The UCNJ mace is 38 inches long and sculpted from a solid 
piece of walnut. The triangular carvings at the base of its 
shaft reflect the tripartite interaction among research, 
education, and innovation, which are key drivers of a 
knowledge-based society. The upper portion of the mace 
features the round Seal of UCNJ with the  
“Fiat Lux” motto, which is Latin for “Let There Be Light.”  
The head of the mace also displays the College Owl, the 
mascot that symbolizes the College’s 1933 origin when it 
was a night school for unemployed teachers.  

The College Seal, shown at the right, is the original design 
 used in 1933 when the College was founded. 

The seal is used primarily for official events such as 
commencement. The College’s motto, “Fiat Lux,” which is 

translated “let there be light,” is engraved on the seal along with 
a torch. The implication of the motto is that to be  

educated is to let in the light thus dispelling the  
darkness of ignorance.  

The College

Mace 
     & Seal

C
R

A
N

FO R D,N E W JE
RS

EY

U
N

IO

N JU
NIOR COLLEG

E

F IAT    LUX

1933



C O M M E N C E M E N T  C E R E M O N Y

6  |  T RANSFORM ING OUR  COMMUNI TY. . .  O N E  S T U D E N T  A T  A  T I M E

The origins of academic dress date 
back to the 12th and 13th centuries, 
when universities were taking form. 
The ordinary dress of the scholar, 
whether student or teacher, was that of 
a cleric. Formal academic attire is an 
important part of the pageantry of 
modern day commencement 
ceremonies.

A college commencement is a colorful 
celebration of student excellence and 
achievement. In academic processions each 
color is a symbol. 

Gowns
The associate gown is black, as is the 
gown for certificate candidates. This 
gown, like the bachelor’s gown, has 
pointed sleeves and is worn closed. 

Other gowns are black with few 
exceptions. The master’s degree gown has 
an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, and 
may be worn open or closed. The gown for 
a doctoral degree has bell-shaped sleeves, 
is worn open or closed, and is embellished 
with velvet crossbars on the sleeves. 
Doctoral gowns may be colored to 
represent a particular institution.

Cowls
Academic cowls identify the degree 
attained. The color of the cowl a 
student wears reflects the degree or 
certificate the graduate is receiving: 

• �Associate in Arts Degree: Black, Gold  
and White;

• �Associate in Applied Science Degree: 
Black, Red and White; 

• �Associate in Science Degree: Black, Blue  
and White; 

• �Certificate: Black, Green and Gold.

Bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral hoods 
feature velvet edging in the color of the 
discipline and a lining in the color of the 
institution.

Caps and Tassels 
UCNJ graduates wear a black 
mortarboard and the tassel indicates 
academic achievement. 

Students wearing red tassels on their 
mortarboards have achieved an overall 
Grade Point Average of 3.75 or better. 
Students wearing white tassels on their 
mortarboards have a Grade Point Average 
of 3.25 or better. The tassel is worn on the 
right side until the formal conferral of the 
degree. At that time the tassel is moved to 
the left. 

Honors 
Degree candidates who have been awarded honors in 
scholarship are distinguished by colored stoles, satin 
panels draped over the shoulders. Stoles or cords are 
worn as an accessory to graduation robes and have 
special meaning: 

• �Gold stoles and blue and gold cords are worn by members 
of Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society of 
two-year colleges;

• �Green stoles are worn by members of Tau Alpha Pi, the 
national honor society for engineering technology; 

• �Green stoles are also worn by members of the Engineering 
and Architecture Honor Society;

• �Burgundy stoles are worn by members of Mu Alpha Theta,  
the two-year college mathematics honor society; 

• �White and Gold stoles are worn by members of American 
Honors, UCNJ’s honors program;

• �Red and Black stoles are worn by members of the 
NJ STARS program; 

• �White and Red stoles are worn by members of the 
Educational Opportunity Fund program;

• �Black and Red stoles are also worn by student-athletes;

• �Black and Silver cords are worn by members of The 
National Society of Leadership and Success;

• �Blue and White cords are worn by members of Chi Alpha 
Epsilon, the national academic honor society for the 
Educational Opportunity Fund.

• �Rainbow cords are worn by members of Inspire the Future.

Colors 
For all academic purposes, including the trim of 
doctoral gowns, the edging hoods, and the tassels of 
caps, the colors associated with the different disciplines 
are as follows:

     Agriculture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Maize
     Arts, Letters, Humanities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     White
     Commerce, Accountancy, Business. . . . . . . . . . . . .             Drab
     Dentistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Lilac
     Economics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Copper
     Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Light Blue
     Engineering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Orange
     Fine Arts, including Architecture. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Brown
     Forestry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Russet
     Journalism. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Crimson
     Law. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Purple
     Library Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lemon
     Medicine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Green
     Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Pink
     Nursing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Apricot
     Oratory (Speech). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Silver Gray
     Pharmacy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Olive Green
     Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Dark Blue
     Physical Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Sage Green
     Public Administration, including 
            Foreign Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Peacock Blue
     Public Health. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Salmon Pink
     Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Golden Yellow
     Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Citron
     Theology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Scarlet
     Veterinary Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Gray
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O R D E R  O F  E X E R C I S E S

2 : 3 0  P M  C E R E M O N Y

U C N J  C O M M E N C E M E N T

~  P R O C E S S I O N A L  ~

Presiding................................................................................................................ Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, UCNJ

Invocation......................................................................................................................... Pastor Jane McCready 
Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence

Presentation of Colors............................................................................................................................ JR ROTC 
Elizabeth High School

Salute to the Flag.........................................................................................................  Dr. Demond T. Hargrove 
Vice President, Student Development

National Anthem...................................................................................................................  Ms. Adriana Lemus 
UCNJ Student

Welcome...............................................................................................................................  Mr. Victor M. Richel 
Chair, UCNJ Board of Trustees

Introduction of Dignitaries........................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Student Speaker................................................................................................................... Ms. Anais Santacruz 
UCNJ Graduate, Class of 2024

Presentation of Awards..............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of the Abdallah-Thomas Memorial Award........................... Professor Marc Postiglione 
 Associate Professor, Social Sciences/Business/History Division

Presentation of the Alumni Prize Award...................................................Mrs. Mary M. Zimmermann 
Chair, UCNJ Board of Governors, Class of 2001

Charge to the Graduates............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees.....................................................................................  Dr. Maris Lown 
Provost & Vice President, Academic Affairs

Conferral of Associate in Science Degrees................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Turning of the Tassels & Closing Remarks...............................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Benediction............................................................................................................................... Pastor McCready

~  R E C E S S I O N A L  ~

Please Join Dr. McMenamin for Pictures with the President Immediately Following the Ceremony
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The Associate in Science 

degree is awarded for 

programs in the areas of 

mathematics, natural 

sciences, health sciences, 

engineering, or technology. It 

enables students to transfer 

to a four-year college or 

university to complete a 

Bachelor of  

Science degree.

Ola N. Abusharea

Frances C. Acosta

Micaellah P. Acosta

Ricardo G. Acosta

Amanda Adasi-Jantuah

Oneida Aduko

Wynette A. Akinsanya

Emily Alba

Jessica D. Aliseo

Christy M. Almache

Ana P. Almendares

Jesse Alves

Melany Amarillo

Stacy Amewoyi

Anthony J. Andrews

Jillian Antoniewicz

Stephanie Aquite

Jaime A. Araujo-Misitichi

Annmarie C. Arce

Jill O. Asare

Gabriela Assencio

Alicia K. Atkinson

Cindy L. Avila

Sophia T. Badolato

Amarilis C. Baez

Stayce D. Bailote

Solange Ballardo

Laurie M. Bangerter

Yarela Barahona

Brittney M. Bargasha

Isaiah Barnes

Mario J. Barrientos Urquilla

Jean-Barthelemy Barthelus

Tania L. Bataille

Christian A. Batista

Melfry A. Batista Pichardo

Anna Z. Bazsa

Lauren J. Bedell

Justin Bellante

Steevenson Belmar

Nefertiti Bennett

Cassandra Bissainthe

Brandon M. Blair

Kyla Bowman

Allison H. Brownstein

Ryjon M. Burke

Nicole C. Butts

Luis Caban

Stephanie R. Cabral

Sabeita Cabrera

Mariana Cabrera Abreu

Edith M. Caguana

Andrea Calad Miranda

Rylie M. Campagna

Christy N. Campbell

Miriele Campos

Roger Campos

Taylor Canfora

Alexee Cantave

Karina I. Cardoza

Brandon Carino

Jaylene M. Carlin

Alexandra Carlos

Katerin M. Carmona

Alejandra S. Carvajal

Kendra M. Castillo 

Stephany Castillo Pacheco

John Carlos Cepeda

Chrislene Charles

Muhammad Chaudhry

Daiping Cheng

Nathan Chery

Bernard J. Chester 

Joyce W. Cheung

Ozichi Chinedu

Lourdes D. Chirino

Minah Choi

David A. Ciani

Michael Cistaro

David Cobo

Gifty Cofie

Contina Cofield

Chantel D. Coleman

Nathalie Collantes

Nicholas Comia

Daniela E. Cortez Majano

Jaden N. Cowell

Kamaal Cox

Alexander C. Crespo

Allison V. Crespo

Maybell J. Cromwell

Kimberly A. Cruz

Justin Cuevas

Megan K. Damus

Melanie Dasilva

April Davis

Jeanette Davis

Paulo S. De Freitas

Joshua Debrah

Bella E. Degbe

Karen Delgado

Gianna Delucia

Deanna N. Delvento

Christopher Devalme

Samantha E. Diaz

Aimee Diaz

Imane Diwane

Jayson Dominguez

Alexander Dorce

Tattiana Dorcelian

Ryan Dorneo

Mackenzie U. Dowling

Sellassie M. Duncan

Jahmir N. Duncan

Hafiza W. Duncanson

Sean Durkin

Immacula Durvil

Joshua A. Duvelson 

Anna Edemskaya

Aleesha Edmonds

Brian Elbanna

Tameisha Eley

Jean P. Elliott

Ashley Elyaszadeh

Lucette Elysee-Dumerand

Jose A. Encarnacion

Paula V. Enriquez

Maria S. Erazo

Veronica J. Eric

ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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Yasmin Escamilla

Jostlen L. Espina

Raydy Espinal Rodriguez

Barbara Etienne

Fadline Exilus Joseph

Agnieszka B. Falkowski

Ronald Familia

Kate E. Feins

Allison D. Fernandez

Arlynn Ferro

Daniel Figueroa

Erica S. Finley

Katherine Fitzharris

Thomas Flanagan

Stephen Flynn

Manuela Foronda 

Kevin Fortune

Keila Forty

Latoya Fowler

Yaw O. Frimpong

Anny Fuentes

Rosemina Gabriel 

Onixh Gallardo

Elijah Garba

Christopher Garcia

Erik W. Garcia

Gabriel A. Garcia

Jonathan E. Garcia

Steffani P. Gatica

Mia Gilyard

Argjylena Gjakova

Arzana Gjakova

Andres D. Godoy

Julian D. Golson

Kayla A. Gomez

Lucy Gomez

Debbie Gonzalez

Annie Gonzalez

Jazlyn Gonzalez

Brandon Gouveia

Tiffany T. Grant

Wilmer Guevara

Jason M. Guzman

Regis Halliday

Trina L. Hamilton

Nicole D. Hammond

Samantha N. Hanna

Ashley Hansen

Heather Harrison

Nezar A. Heikal

Nuno B. Henriques

Eduardo Hernandez

Juliana Herrera

Kiara E. Herrera

Rosemary Herrera

Dawn A. Hillman

Samuel Hodges

Christine Holloway

Heidi R. Hosinger

Jason A. Houston

Elmer Huamani

Maria C. Hurtado

Sofia M. Hurtado

Stelle P. Hyppolite

Karla M. Infante

David Jaipersaud

Jeff Janvier

Carline Jean

Christina E. Jenkins

Amanda Jimenez

Jeremy Joachim

Asmar Johnson

Ajourdee J. Joseph

Iyanla K. Joyner

Djouiny E. Jules

Mohamed Jusu

Raol Kalloe

Radhika Kayastha

Griffin T. Keat

Claudia A. Kelly

Michael Kema

Ahmed I. Khalil

Alliyah S. Khan

Tiarra D. Kimbrough

Zachary L. Koch

Dhushyanthy Kohulathasan

Lukas Kolosov

Malgorzata Konieczny

Koriabine, Nikolai

Brittney Kozlowski

Jaclyn R. Krok

Kimberly A. Lamonica

Valentina Laurenzano

Pauline Ledorze

Diana Lee

Veronika Len

Vanessa Leon

Elimar Lereico Romero

Matthew Lesner

Darius A. Lewis

Kiana E. Lewis

Michelle M. Lim

Alasia Llanos

Eileen Londono

Christopher R. Lopez

Emili Y. Guido Lopez

Isabella Lopez

Nicole D. Lopez 

Stephanie A. Lopez

Katherine Lopez Cabrera

Yoselin M. Lopez-Castillo

Meghanne Louisy

Stefany Lucas

Venesha D. Lucas

Desiree A. Lucca

Tamira C. Lugardo

Kayla Lugo

Aaliyah Lumpkins

Kisha Mahone

Maldonado, Michelle

Jerry Mangra

Jennifer Mann

Wilby Marcellus

Stacey Marcial

Kayla M. Marques

Aysia P. Martin

Antwan Martinez

Melyssa Martinez

Rebecca Martinez

Briana M. Maruffi

Jenifer McBeatch

Jessica McCloud

Julian J. McConnell

Lauren McGovern

Tayana R. McIntosh

Tuana S. McQueen

Adrian S. Medina

Francisco Mena

Nancy B. Menashe

Marlene Mendez

Nashaun Mickens

Nina A. Miller

Jonathan A. Miranda

Josue Mondesir

Franchesca Morales

Gilianny Morales

Robert Mount

Mark Joseph L. Nabong

Kenneth J. Navarrete

Tran Thanh Nhi Nguyen

Obiageli L. Nneji

Robert Nunez

Jonathan Nuzzi

Chimebere O. Obadike

Chidiebere O. Obadike

Maria F. Ocampo
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Camila Ochoa Ramirez

Lloyd N. Oduigwe

Lilian A. Ogolo

Ijeoma Okeke

Ana Cristina A. Oliveira

Modinat O. Olushoga 

Abisayo Oluwabiyi

Olajire E. Omisakin

Catherine Opoku

Jacquelynn Orellana

Juliana Ortega

Melody V. Ortega

Domingo J. Ortiz 

Roxana G. Ortiz

Stephen Ortiz

Ezequiel Ortiz Cordova

Regine A. Osias

Javier Otero

Lavender A. Otieno

Samantha Ottaviano

Velineda Ovilmar

Joseph G. Paipilla

Stephanie Palacios

Niyah J. Palmer

Shedly Paquiot

Nicole Paredes

Aneekumar S. Patel

Hetal J. Patel

Nyusi V. Patel

Rishi R. Patel

Sonali N. Patel

Caridad Paul

Caylin Paul

Leonel Paz

Jose Perez Cruz

Alicia P. Persaud

Christian Peterman

Guervensly Petit-Maitre

Ashley A. Phillip

Briana D. Picado

Judith Pierre

Michael W. Pierre

Coraline Pierre-Charles

Sarah L. Piner

Dakota Piper

Sarah Polynice

Jessica N. Ponce 

Fernando Pontoriero

Lea D. Poole

Glenda M. Portillo

Vincent F. Prado

Theliane Previlon

Victoria J. Prevost

Brandon Quinones

Bryan Raabe

Kaylie Reeves

Khalilah Reid

Alba C. Reyes

Richard S. Ribeiro

Brianna L. Richel

Rosele Rigamonte

Esmeralda S. Rivera

Latasha Q. Rivera

Tiana M. Rivera

Zulimar Rivera

Tyshan Roach

Aneka Roberts

Quaran N. Robinson

Jose Rodriguez

Naisha M. Rodriguez

Vicky Rodriguez

Jonathan Rodriguez Flaker

Xavier Romero

John M. Romero-Heras

Isabella K. Rosa

Lorraine Rose

Ibrahim Saad

Chloe R. Sachs

Jacqueline Saint-Preux

Charles P. Salanga

Layla Sally

Jessica R. Santiago

Natalya M. Santoni

Aminta Santos

Kristyn Sarkis

Jennylyn Sarmiento

Michael Saunders

Julia Sayed

Jayson J. Scott

Katyana R. Scott

Myzhane Z. Scott

Sabrina Scotto

Ursula M. Segura 

Rosario F. Sencion Pou

Migdalia Sepulveda

Edwin Sesay

Mohsin Shafiq

Erika T. Sierra Molano

Kawsu Sillah

Quo-Kisha Simmons

Martine Simons

Khadijah Sinclair

Jessica Singh

Magdalena K. Skalski

Ariana Solfaro

Joy Song

France C. Souffrant

Sylvan J. Staples

Hailey Stogner

Mia N. Striegel

Bella M. Suna

Dian D. Tajudeen

Vellissa L. Tam

Ethan R. Tang

Jessica Tejada

Jessica Teran

Melanie R. Thoma

Scot D. Thomas, II

Roxana Toledo

Giovani Tondereau

Evelin Torres

Jonathan Torres

Sarah A. Tripka

Shauyib Uddin

Victor D. Urrutia

Johlan E. Valcin

Leidy L. Valdez

Kathleen Valladares

Stephanie Vaquero

Ma Angelika Vedana

Mirna Velasquez

Guerby Victor

Jennifer M. Villacis

Elijah Waldron

Hassan Waritay

Ariel Warren

Alex J. Warwick

Keyasia Watts

Cheyenne C. Way-Hawkins

Barbara J. Weber

Brittany N. Wheary

Amir Williams 

Jenise L. Williams

Simeon Williams

Tiffany Williams

Gloria J. Willis

Erica Wiltshire

Douglas Winkle

Zakeerrah Winstead

Julia Wodell

Mekhi Wood-Brock

Samuel F. Yeboah

Beverly A. Yeboah-Sarfo

Isabella Xavier

Danielle S. Zambrano

Sophia Zayas

Colin Zelman
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6 : 0 0  P M  C E R E M O N Y

U C N J  C O M M E N C E M E N T

~  P R O C E S S I O N A L  ~

Presiding................................................................................................................ Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin 
President, UCNJ

Invocation..........................................................................................................................Pastor Jane McCready 
Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence         

Presentation of Colors...........................................................................................................................  JR ROTC 
Elizabeth High School     

Salute to the Flag.........................................................................................................  Dr. Demond T. Hargrove 
Vice President, Student Development

National Anthem........................................................................................................................... Ms. Kyra Price      
UCNJ Graduate, Class of 2024

Welcome...............................................................................................................................  Mr. Victor M. Richel 
Chair, UCNJ Board of Trustees

Introduction of Dignitaries........................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Student Speaker...................................................................................................................... Ms. Desiree Lucca     
UCNJ Graduate, Class of 2024

Presentation of Awards..............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of the Abdallah-Thomas Memorial Award.....................................  Dr. Wallace E. Smith   
 Senior Professor, Social Sciences/Business/History Division

Presentation of the Alumni Prize Award................................................................. Ms. Melinda Ayala 
UCNJ Board of Governors, Union County College Alumni Association, Class of 2011

Charge to the Graduates............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees.....................................................................................  Dr. Maris Lown 
Provost & Vice President, Academic Affairs

Conferral of Associate in Arts Degrees.....................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Conferral of Associate in Science and Applied Science Degrees.............................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Conferral of Certificates.............................................................................................................  Dr. McMenamin 
Assisted by Mr. Richel and Dr. Lown

Turning of the Tassels & Closing Remarks...............................................................................  Dr. McMenamin

Benediction............................................................................................................................... Pastor McCready

~  R E C E S S I O N A L  ~

Please Join Dr. McMenamin for Pictures with the President Immediately Following the Ceremony
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This degree forms the 

foundation of a Bachelor of 

Arts degree. It enables 

students to transfer to a 

four-year college or 

university. The Associate in 

Arts degree is awarded for 

programs in the social 

sciences or humanities.

Michelle Aguilar

Karen L. Alas

Rafael Alvarez

Angela Amaya

Erin P. Approbato

Jasmine L. Araujo

Ariel A. Archibald

Daniel E. Ayala

Milena Beita

Amber Bellihomji

Valeria Bermudez

Sean Boisrond

Megan Bradford

Nahuel J. Brittes

Shayne M. Burns

Michelle Callahan

Lauren Cantalupo

Anthony J. Cappello

Valentina Cardenas

Lisa Carr

Beatriz Carter

Mary G. Cerchio

Julieth A. Chacon Iritzer

Tylaysiah M. Chambers

Keziah K. Changuin

Suzely Charles

Marissa Chicarielli

Priya Clark

Giordano Compres

Analia Condo

Natecia Cooke

Brian Corona

Katheryne Cortes

Laura Corvo

Kevin Couto

Segundo Cruz-Betancourt

Asiaqueen Davis

Esther Dazulme

Gianna Delao

Dean Deltosta

Daniel Derius-Rodriguez

Denayah J. Deryce

Roodlyne Destin

Ashley Dias

Anthony E. Dominguez

Abigail Donovan

Jenna L. Dordoni

Luna Dorismond

Francy Dussan

Joy A. Edwards

Joseph T. Elkin 

Steve D. Enriquez

Andrew J. Figueroa

Ariana M. Fitz

Inna Fuh

Jhordan Gamboa 

Lisset Garcia

Maritza Garcia

Ronald E. Gentile

Jestiny Giles

Veronica Goicoechea

Zulemy Gomez-Londono

Jacob Gonzalez

Levi Gonzalez

Trent E. Green

Darian J. Griffin

John M. Hanna 

Suzannah G. Hansen

Magda Hefer

Jasmine Henderson

Katherine Ibanez

Stephan G. Jeannot

Jake Jediny

Lorken-Love Joseph

Brian Kaulfers

Natalia Khawaja-Osorio

Josiah King

Daniel Laide

Kimberly E. Landaverde

Lopez, Isabel P.

Matthew M. Loyd

Christina Macauley

Yandry Macias

Brittney Malko

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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Alejandra M. Mantilla

Darius T. Martin

Ebonie R. Martin

Denver Martz

Derrick Mazon Jr

Jonathan Medina

Kenia N. Mejia Melara

Evelin Melgar

Sandy Mikhail

Jillian E. Minott

Jennifer A. Nacipucha

Alina Nikakhai

Matthew Nunez

Cassie Orcutt

Kendra J. Orta

Ms. Emily D. Ortega Burgos

Domingo J. Ortiz

Daphne Osorio Flores

Sandy Osorio-Chico

Marcia Pachon

Christopher Pares

Gabriel Parra Romero

Jayson Pauta

Matthew Payne

Maciel Perez

Valiarre C. Pierre

Melanie Pinho

Kyra A. Price

Brian J. Malave Prieto

Isabella M. Provino

Sara Radwan

Joshua A. Ramirez

Justin J. Renosa

Yessenia Reyes Chicas

Kayla D. Reynolds

Joseph Rivera

Evelyn Rodriguez

Carlos Rodriguez Narvaez

Alvin Rohani

Gabriela Rubio Liriano

Gabriela T. Sagbay

Josue Salazar

Luis O. Sanchez

Anais Santacruz

Rebecca E. Schwarz

Rosemina Silne

Viviane Simoes Correa

Nicole Sipsis

Marichris L. Socci

Angie C. Solis

Gissel Solorzano

Derrick A. St Preux

Samantha L. Suazo

Kamilla V. Tala

Hariet Tengwall

Sean Thornton

Fatimana Topbas

Bernice Torres Santamaria

Kalia Tucker

Diamond Turner

Kaitlyn V. Valdez

Victoria Valletutti

Katherine Y. Velasquez 

Maria Vera

Brigette N. Villanueva

Nicole Villavicencio

Brishel N. Walker

Sakeenah T. Whitley

Michael A. Wichur

Shesira Y. Yangua

Dominique N. Young

Kimberly Zajkowski



The Associate in Applied 

Science degree is a career or 

technical degree awarded to 

students who intend to enter 

the workforce upon 

graduation. 

Christian Balbutin

Paula Brown

Kenneth Bucsko

Juan C. Carrasco Mesa

Alexander Choi

Valeria Davila

Sharonda Davis

Jerry W. De La Cruz

Alex K. Frederick

Adriana C. Garcia-Flechas

Jenny Gomez

Nicole K. Heuer

Jaydon D. Lawrence

Lauren Leppler

Randall Mabie

Carla Magdangal

Kyle Maynor

Hannah Miller

Grace S. Morinvil

Arianna Ospina

Kwesi Paintsil

Thiago Queiroz

Joslyn Razon

Alexandria D. Richards

Mayra Rosero

Christopher Ruiz

Josephine Samaan

Pedro Silva

Krystal C. Sonson

Jonathan Warren

Dwight Washington

Atthapol Yudee

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE
D E G R E E  C A N D I D A T E S
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The Certificate is conferred 

upon students who 

completed a career-focused 

educational program. It is 

conferred in the areas of 

American sign language and 

deaf studies, criminal justice, 

emergency medical studies, 

graphic design, interpreting 

spoken language, journalism 

and public relations, liberal 

studies, photovoltaic (PV), 

practical nursing, and remote 

pilot and drone application.

Vanessa L. Adames

Jansae L. Atkins

Kadiatou Bah

Palita Briley

Cassandra Cimeus

Vital B. Darkwah

Paulette Dunbar

Katherine N. Flores

Kashia Francois

Catherine Garcia

Felicia Ghunney

Lenda Jean-Baptiste

Jasmine Jefferies

Jeannel Joseph

Mikaelle Lima

Naomi L. Martinez

Dorothena L. McCall

Orgline Michel

Meagen Muzer

Victoria C. Oleka

Yenssi Ortiz

Pooja P. Patel

Stephanie O. Pierre

LaKara M. Pope

Amerah R. Roberts

Mayasha Scott

Amy R. Tiban

Annette Torres

Aly Zambrano Woolley

CERTIFICATE
C A N D I D A T E S
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Victor M. Richel, Chair

Rafael J. Betancourt, Esq., Vice Chair

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin,  
President

George A. Castro, II

Daniel J. Connolly, CPA

Miguel A. Figueredo

Jeffrey H. Katz, Esq.

Anjali Mehrotra

Miguel A. Merino

Daryl Palmieri

Kamran Tasharofi, M.D. 

Mary M. Zimmermann

Krystal Villalobos,  
Student Representative

Michael M. Horn, Esq., 
Legal Counsel

Mary M. Zimmermann, Chair

Lawrence D. Bashe, Vice Chair

Dr. Margaret M. McMenamin,  
President

Melinda Ayala

Nancy J. Benz

Rafael J. Betancourt, Esq. 

Brian Campbell 

F. Jim Della Sala

Deborah Enix-Ross

Ryan J. Greco

Stephen F. Hehl, Esq.

Donna M. Herran

Edward J. Hobbie, Esq.

Gary S. Horan

Jeffrey H. Katz, Esq.

Richard J. Malcolm

J. Anthony Manger, Esq.

Carl J. Napor

Paul T. O’Neill

Sandra Rice

John Richel

Victor M. Richel

James Roundtree III

John M. Toriello

Allan L. Weisberg

Hugh C. Welsh

Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded, Chairwoman

Lourdes M. Leon, Vice Chairwoman 

James E. Baker, Jr. 

Joseph C. Bodek

Michèle S. Delisfort

Sergio Granados

Bette Jane Kowalski

Lourdes M. Leon 

Alexander Mirabella

Rebecca L. Williams

UCNJ BOARD OF GOVERNORS

UNION COUNTY �BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

UCNJ BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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UCNJ UNION COLLEGE OF 
UNION COUNTY, NJ

1033 Springfield Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016

�www.ucc.edu 

 

 
Funded in part through the support of  
the Union County Board of County Commissioners

UCNJ is Accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education

UCNJ does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination, as required by state and/or federal law, 
in all programs and activities, including employment and access to its career and technical programs.

Use your smart phone to scan this 
QR code for the most up-to-date 

pdf of this program:

www.ucc.edu/commencementprogram


